
MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: A Homecoming for Prisoners of Hope

Return to your fortress, you prisoners of 
hope; even now I announce that I will 
restore twice as much to you. 		
Zechariah 9:12

Dear friends of Seafarers Interna-
tional House (SIH):

In February 2024, a report re-
leased by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services found that 
refugees and asylees have generated 
tens of billions of dollars more in local, 
state, and federal tax revenues over 
the last 15 years than they have cost 
in direct government services — ulti-
mately representing a net fiscal gain at 
all levels of government. (See text box 
for details.)*

And yet, throughout 2025 and espe-
cially today, many refugees and asy-
lum seekers are being threatened 
with deportation and imprisonment.  
As SIH board member Ralie Deffen-
baugh reminds us, in September 2025, 
the Council of Churches in Namibia 
convened an event titled “we are pris-
oners of hope,” which drew parallels 
between Namibia’s historical struggle 
for liberation and the current plight 
of refugees and asylum seekers. The 
phrase is based on Zechariah 9:12 and 
has historically been used by leaders 
like Bishop Zephania Kameeta and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. What a 
powerful connotation.  

Here at SIH, we have been charting a 
course toward a grand Homecoming 
— a return to a new home through the 
purchase of a property in downtown 
Manhattan.  Just a stone’s throw from 
our original site in 1873, this new space 
will become a true home away from 

home for asylum seekers and seafar-
ers, many of whom are “prisoners of 
hope.”  Within these walls, our guests 
will find safety, welcome, and the as-
surance that they have reached a se-
cure harbor.

During 2026, we will begin renovating 
this right-sized mission building, cre-
ating 16 guest rooms and community 
space to accommodate both small 
asylum-seeking families and individ-
uals, as well as visiting seafarers. With 
these improvements underway, we are 
looking ahead to opening our doors in 
early 2027, ready to offer refuge and 
rest to all who arrive.

Parallel, we will be launching a com-
prehensive campaign to pay for 
the renovations, reduce the burden 
of a loan for the new building, and 
strengthen our services to seafarers 
and asylum seekers. We will keep you 
posted in the months to come. 

In April 2025, we had a most successful 
Setting the Course reception thanks to 
the generosity of our honorees Susan 
Winfree, Willie Barrere, and notably 
Robert Sappio, - and their friends. The 
boost in event support enabled us to 
expand our services through a part-
nership with the Houston International 
Seafarers Center with our port chap-
lain Pastor Tammy Sharp in that busy 
port in the Lone Star State. 

Thus, we continued a robust port mis-
sion in now six ports with nine port 
chaplains and ship visitors, and a fleet 
of six vans that we use to visit ships and 
to transport seafarers. In the summer 
and fall, volunteers from the Propeller 
Club, congregations, board members, 
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Seafarers International House 
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vulnerable seafarers and 
immigrants.
SIH offers hospitality, social 
assistance, and advocacy to a 
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community in the Ports of Alba-
ny, Baltimore, Duluth, Houston, 
New Haven, and New York & New 
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and individuals helped us assemble 
satchels. These efforts paid off with 
3,405 Christmas-at-Sea satchels de-
livered to seafarers connecting donors 
with seafaring “prisoners of hope” who 
experienced the joy of Christmas. 

In 2025, we served 19,519 people in-
cluding 19 asylum seekers we wel-
comed providing them with shelter, 
food, and social work assistance; a far 
cry from the 33 and 49 in 2024 and 2023 
respectively because asylum seekers 
are fearful of coming out of the shad-
ows. Obviously, the curtailment on 
asylum seekers has had its effect. 

With these positive 2025 highlights in 
mind, perhaps we are all “prisoners of 
hope” in that as we are bound together 
in despair, we are also bound together 
in hope that will not leave us impris-
oned.   

“For I know the plans I have for you” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”  		
Jeremiah 29:11

Peace, 

* From 2005 to 2019, refugees and asylees paid a total of $123.8 billion more in taxes than they cost in government 
services, for a net fiscal gain of $31.5 billion to the federal government and $92.3 billion to state and local govern-
ments combined. Refugees and asylees paid an estimated $363 billion to the federal government through payroll, 
income, and excise taxes, and $218 billion to state and local governments through income, sales, and property 
taxes. Even when factoring in their spouses and children under 18, many of whom are U.S. citizens, refugees and 
asylees still provided a net fiscal gain, costing $723.4 billion in government services yet paying $739.4 billion in tax 
revenue, for a net gain of $16 billion.



19 asylum seekers received free lodging for a total of 
1,328 nights. They hailed from Angola, Cameroon, 

Chile, Cuba (3), Haiti (5), Nigeria, Peru, Ukraine, and Vene-
zuela (5). See map below.  

2025 Program Impact

19,519 immigrants and seafarers directly 
benefited from SIH’s services (up from 

19,066)

2,351  lodging nights (up from 2,225) provided to 
139 seafarers in Manhattan. 

 14,078 seafarers were visited and counse-
led (up from 13,556) on 1,347 vessels, 

receiving essentials they requested.

1,878  seafarers were transported to a mall or 
medical facilities. 

3,405 seafarers, regardless of faith, received 
Christmas-at-Sea satchels filled with 

warm clothing and holiday greetings to spread joy beyond 
borders and oceans. 
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2025 FINANCIAL REPORT
In accordance with our 2024 - 2028 strategic plan, operating gains continued to help build reserves for the purchase of the 
new right-sized mission headquarters ($1M). These gains also allow for capital repairs on the guesthouse ($324,806), which is 
leased to Breaking Ground, a NYC-based non-profit which provides transitional housing to the community. 

Lease revenue needs to be augmented by donations to support our services and the purchase and renovation of our new 
home starting in 2026. Program services and reserves accounted for 83% of expenses with only 17% spent on management 
and fundraising. These figures reflect unaudited revenue and expenses and are subject to change. 			 

To request the audited 2025 financial statements please send an email to henryk@sihnyc.org. 
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Rev. Dr. Dennis 
Anderson †

by Mary Ann and Gary 
Anderson

 

James Alex Bishop †
by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Elaine “Laine” Lykes
 Brown †

by Sterling Gilreath and 
Henryk Behnke

Thomas Catero †
by Lynne and Jeff Weinlandt

Arthur William Clark †
 by Virginia Clark

Helen Geraldine 
“Gerri” Day †

    by Sterling Gilreath and 
Henryk Behnke

Giuseppe De Matola †
by an anonymous supporter

     Charles “Charlie” 
Albin Erickson †

by Dr. Ann Siegle Drege 
and Rev. Marsh Drege
Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Rev. William C. 

Fensterer † 
by Julie M. Traum

Captain James Bruce
Hocking †

 by Kate Hunt 
and Enrico Esopa

Dr. Kathleen & 
Rev. David Leroy Hurty † 

by Christine A. 
Segerhammar & Rev. 

Paul Kempton Segerhammar 

Einar B. Knudtsen †
by Joan E. Worrall

James “Jim” R. 
Lawrence †
by Bettina and 

Gerhard Winklmeier

Michael G. Mann †
by Marcia Kaplan-Mann

      Marilyn Burke Maurstad †
by Nellie and David Jarvis

Rev. Martha L. McCracken †
by Sheila and Frank Giglio

Andrew “Drew” Melvin †
by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke
 

 
Rev. Charles “Chuck”
 Samuel Miller, Jr. †

 by Gail Wagner
Dr. Ann Siegle Drege 

and Rev. Marsh Drege
Sterling Gilreath and

Henryk Behnke

Stanley Wyatt and 

Joan Moore †
by Theresa Moore

Captain C. Michael 
“Mike” Murray †

 by Gwen and Captain 
Donald Marcus

			   	
	

Avis and Dennis 
Oeltjenbruns †

by  Dr. Ann Siegle Drege 
and Rev. Marsh Drege

Steve and Stacey Siegle

GIFTS 
IN MEMORY OF 

Panagiota “Toula” 
Panousopoulos †

by Angeliki and 
Anastasia Panousopoulos

Ralph Urban Price †
    by Carole and Rev. 

Amandus J. Derr 
Dr. Ann Siegle Drege 

and Rev. Marsh Drege

Ruth and Rev. Ray 
Siegle †

by Dr. Ann Siegle Drege 
and Rev. Marsh Drege

Steve and Stacey Siegle

Cindy Hearn Stokes †
by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Rev. J. Gordon 
Swanson †

by Anne Swanson
 Gail Swanson Frost and 

Paul Frost

Edward Paul Taptich †
by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Franz Unterreiner †
 by Marlene Brankovic

Douglas D. Wheat †
 by International Seaways

John “Jack” Suther
 Whichard†

 by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Hans Peter 
Wiedemann †

 by Janice Campbell
Dr. Ann Siegle Drege &

 Rev. Marsh Drege 
Heidi Helstrom

Kristina and Brian McVeigh
Howard Ross
Ouliana and Ralf D. Wiedemann

Robert Paul 
Wilkinson †

by  Kevin Gowen

Rev. William 
Eugene 

Zimmermann †
by  Cindy Zimmermann

Zoia K. Foster † by Bishop Rev. Dr. Katrina D. 
Foster and Pamela Kallimanis

Jacob Henry † by Don Henry

Billie Lee Kober † by Kathryn Edgecomb

Rich Roberts † by Captain Emil Muccin

Anton E. Salvesen † by Lynn R. Salvesen Wirth

Captain Dennis Schroeder † 
by Catherine S. and Dr. John A. Fegley

Morton Silver †
by Ian Silver

Marcia Stulbaum †
by Vanessa Costanza

International Seaways, Inc.



For more information email henryk@sihnyc.org or 
call (212) 677-4800 extension 7203.2025 ANNUAL REPORT4

M embers of the Homeport Society have included 

Seafarers International House (SIH) in their retirement 

and legacy plan by listing SIH in their will or making SIH a 

beneficiary of a life insurance policy or a qualified retirement 

plan. They leave a legacy of care for the stranger. 		

						       
•	 Barbara Anderson
•	 Henryk Behnke & Sterling Gilreath
•	 Susan Smyth Bell		
•	 Paul K. Erbes		
•	 Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
•	 Pauline and Harry Forse			 
•	 Caryl M. and Rev. Mark A. Grorud
•	 Matthew O’Rear
•	 Ralph Urban Price (1931 - 2025)
•	 Betsy and Rev. E. Roy Riley		
•	 Patricia and Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.	
•	 Jill and John Scibilia	
•	 Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj and Rev. David Wangaard
•	 Laura and Hans Vogel
•	 Carolyn and Edward Wagner	
•	 Rev. Margay Jo Whitlock

L ighthouse Keepers make recurring donations that 

provide a reliable income stream to support vulnerable 

people in need.		   				  

	
•	 Barbara Anderson
•	 Susan Smyth Bell
•	 Henryk Behnke & Sterling Gilreath
•	 Stephen Bennett and Brooke Badley
•	 Frederick Bindel
•	 Joy and Dennis Blazak
•	 Sandra Brandt
•	 Dayna and Conor P. Brooks
•	 Ute Brinkmann
•	 Rev. Serge A. Castigliano and Rev. Susan L. Lunning
•	 Wendy and David Cegelka
•	 Robert Carroll
•	 Donald DeLuca
•	 Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
•	 Nancy and Victor Eichorn
•	 Paul K. Erbes
•	 Pauline and Harry Forse
•	 Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.
•	 Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim
•	 Michael J. Kasinskas
•	 Julia and Regnal Leibensperger
•	 Blythe C. Miller, Esq. & Tim Rothang
•	 Leslie A. Neve
•	 David Palmer
•	 Elizabeth C. and C. James Patti
•	 Patricia and Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.
•	 Martha Sather
•	 Deborah and Rev. Dr. K. Robert Schmitt
•	 Sharon and Captain Richard J. Schoenlank
•	 Aiesha and Andrew Steele
•	 Joan E. Worrall 
•	 Guan Yang

LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS

HOMEPORT SOCIETY

Because of privacy concern, we cannot publish a photo of asylum seekers. 
Instead we share this image of people who might have been guests long 
ago: Immigrants on a steamer passing the Statue of Liberty. From Frank 
Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, July 2, 1887. US National Parks Service.

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
All the Kind Folks Who Work 

At Seafarers International House 
and Leaders and Volunteers

by Karen Skullerud 
Rev. Jeanne Rineer Warfield 

and Sheldon P. Warfield

Asylum Seekers
by Michael Edward Declement

Henryk Behnke
by Dayna and Conor P. Brooks

Susan Smyth Bell
by Edward and Carolyn Wagner

Watson Bosler
by Edward and Carolyn Wagner

Arnd Braun-Storck
by Aylett and J. Nicholas Suhr, Esq.

Dr. Ann Siegle Drege & 
Rev. Marsh Luther Drege

by Betsy and Berniece Debertin 

Rev. Marsh Luther Drege and 
His 40th Anniversary Of Ordination

by Henryk Behnke 
& Sterling Gilreath
Susan Smyth Bell
Edward S. Casey

Lisa and Rev. Eric B. Faret
Mary B. Heller

Jennifer and Jordan Janis
Rev. Louise Johnson

Blythe C. Miller, Esq. & Tim Rothang
Revs. Kari and Joshua Rinas

Damaris Ruza

Sharon and Captain Richard 
J. Schoenlank

Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj 
& Rev. David Wangaard

C. Harry Forse
by Kari Nielsen

Shea Fumagali
by Cullen Kavoussi

Captain Tom Larkin
by Henryk Behnke

Lois and Jeffrey Leonardis
by Jill Cassels

Rev. Vitalii Guz
by Grace Ann Planalp

Jennifer “Jeni” Janis
by Henryk Behnke

Kathryn and Erik Hanson
by Edward and Carolyn Wagner

Lisa Mages and 
Richard McCandless

by Melinda James

Rev. Roy Riley
by Aiesha and Andrew Steele

Ruth Setaro
by  Susan and Rev. Mark 

Christoffersen

John Swedberg
by John David Crews

 Womenwearingthepants.org
by Robert Carroll



Oceanside Lutheran Church, Oceanside, NY
Officers Union of International Seamen 
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Hanover, NH
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Croton On Hudson, NY
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fairfield, CT
Pacific-Gulf Marine
Janine and Rev. Keith Pearson
Michael Penkwitz
Christopher and Joanne  Pitfick
Port of Miami Terminal Operating Company, 
 L.C., (POMTOC)
Prince of Peace Ev. Luth. Church, Bangor, PA
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Rockaway, NJ
Prince Of Peace Lutheran Church, Rosedale, MD
Propeller Club 
Reformation Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, PA
Ruth Reko
Carolyn Riehl
Rev. Kenneth Ruppar
Salem Lutheran Church, Altoona, PA
Vicki and Peter Schmidt 
Rev. Dr. K. Robert “Bob” Schmitt
Seafarers International Union
Carol Semper
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Ayer, MA
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Juneau, AK
Ruth Setaro
Ian Silver
Stephanie Sparvero
St. George Lutheran, Brighton, MI
St. James - St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, South 
 Ozone Park, NY
St. John First Hungarian Wend Lutheran Church, 
 Perth Amboy, NJ
St. John Lutheran Church, New York , NY
St. John Lutheran Church, Poughkeepsie, NY
St. John Lutheran Church, Westminster, MD
St. John St. Matthew Emanuel Luth. Ch., Brooklyn, NY
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Rutherford, NJ
St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church, Hoboken, NJ
St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church, Pawtucket, RI
St. Michael’s Luthran Church, Camilus, NY
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Brick, NJ
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Norfolk , VA
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Wayne, NJ
Linda Stasieluk
Marlin E. Strand 
Dave Swanson
Trinity Lutheran Church, Brewster, NY
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, PA
Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT
Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville, PA
Trinity Lutheran Church (WELCA), Milford, CT
Trinity St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Maspeth, NY
Carol Trower
Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, Lewisburg, PA
Village Lutheran Church, Bronxville, NY
Ana M. and Captain Jorge J. Viso 
Jean and Rev. Dr. Charles R. Vogeley
Edward and Carolyn Wagner 
Keira Walsh
Lynn and Jeff Weinlandt
Margay Whitlock and friends
Peter John Wirth 
Woman’s Seamen’s Friend Society of CT 
Joan Worrall 
Hanne Wulp
Zion Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD
Zion Lutheran Church (WELCA), Renovo, PA
Zion Lutheran Church, Saddle River, NJ

First English Lutheran Church Baltimore, MN
First English Lutheran Church, Lockport, NY
First Evangelical Lutheran Ch., East Greenwich, RI
First Lutheran Church, Clifton, NJ
Harriet Forsman
Gallagher Marine Systems
Andrew Garger 
Louis Gehrig
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Keyport, NJ
Sarah C. Gioe & Robert W. Neel
Gloria Dei! Lutheran Church, Arnold, MD
Karen K. and Douglas Leigh Golden
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Plainview, NY
Grace Lutheran Church, Stratford, CT
Grace Lutheran Church, West Springfield, MA
Caryl M. and Rev. Mark A. Grorud
Pauline J. Hansen
George C. Herrmann
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (Women’s Group), 
 East Orange, NJ
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kingston, NY
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Oxford, CT
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, PA 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Staten Island, NY
International Seaways
Louanne and Rev. Glen Isernhagen 
Melinda James
Jennifer “Jeni” and Jordan Janis
Katherine Jankowski
Janet and Kenneth Janzen 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lititz, PA
Stephanie Klien
Brenda Krouse
Liz Kummer
Cheryl Lafferty
Bonnie Lee and John William Lauer 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Patchogue, NY
Lutheran Church of St. Mark, Glastonbury, CT
Rona Macias
Wendy Manganiello
Mary Martha Circle & WELCA Lutheran Church
 of the Reformation, West Long Branch, NJ
Matson Navigation Company
Martin McCluney
Kristina and Brian McVeigh
Messiah Lutheran Church, Downingtown, PA
Messiah Lutheran Church, Staten Island, NY
Lucas Mietlowski
Bishop Rev. Craig A. Miller
Lisa Modelevsky
Sibyl J. Mose
Munich Re Specialty Group Insurance Services, Inc.
Deborah D. Nicolson
Tina Nummela

CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA: A HOLIDAY INITIATIVE

3  ,405 seafarers received 
Christmas at Sea satchels filled 
with warm clothing and holiday 

cheer. On their behalf, thank you to 
all participants, donors, Amazon Wish 
List contributors, and knitters. (If you 
are not listed here, please check the 
donor list on the following pages):

Cheryl Acker
Mariline S. and Miguel A. Alicea
All Saints Lutheran Church, Piscataway, NJ
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Florham Park, NJ
American Maritime Officers
The American P&I Club
Ruben Anderson 
Anonymous
Henryk Behnke
Susan Smyth Bell
Bensalem Senior Citizens Center
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairport, NY
Botschaft (Grubb) Luth. Ch., Mount Pleasant Mills, PA
Michael Bradford
Sandra Brandt
Andrew Brasseaux 
Paul and Deborah Flannery Brooks
Ryan J. Byrnes, Esq.
Calvary Lutheran Church, Allendale, NJ
Calvary Lutheran Church, Chillicothe, OH
Danielle Centeno
Christ Lutheran Church, Minot, ND
Christ Lutheran Church, Newburgh, NY
Christ Lutheran Church, Paramus, NJ
Christ Lutheran Church, Wantagh, NY
Christ Lutheran Church, Whiting, NJ
Christ Lutheran Church, Woodcliff Lake, NJ
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Holliston, MA
Samantha Cibelli
Baya Clare 
Gordon A. Cooper & Marta Sanders
Covenant Lutheran Church, Ridgewood, NY
Brian Cranston 
Suzette and James Curtin 
Rev. Bruce H. Davidson & Donald E. Barb
Donald A. DeLuca 
Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD
Elizabeth Downs
Margaret Doyle
Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
Kathryn Edgecomb
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Hartford, CT
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Pleasantville, NY
Jordan Esopa
Douglas Faunt
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We are grateful to all volunteers and donors including this group with Pastor Sarah Garrett Krey (on the 
right) from Gloria Dei! Lutheran Church in Arnold, MD. 
Photo by SIH’s port chaplain Rev. Vitalii Guz, December 2025.



2025 DONORS List of supporters including soft credits and Facebook donations
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$50,000 and over
Metropolitan New York Synod, ELCA 
New York Community Trust
SeaCube Container Leasing Ltd.

$25,000 to $49,999
American Maritime Officers
Susan and Rev. Mark Christoffersen 
German Society of the City of New York
Jeanine Heller Foundation Inc. 
Woman’s Seamen’s Friend Society of  
 Connecticut

$10,000 to $24,999
American Maritime Officers Plans 
American Roll On Roll Off Carrier Group 
Anonymous
Deaconess Community
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) 
Philip W. J. and Suzanne C. Fisher
Kathryn L. and Erik Hanson
International Seaways, Inc.
Joyce and Peter Jobson
Maher Terminals, LLC
Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association
TKF Spirit Fund of the Orange County 
Community Foundation
TOTE Group

$5,000 to $9,999
American Maritime Congress
Virginia Clark
Crowley Maritime Corporation
Barbara Engler 
International Organization of Masters, 
Mates & Pilots (MM&P) 
IRI/The Marshall Islands Registry 
Maersk Line Limited
Matson Navigation Company 
Charles E. McMichael, Jr. 
Officers Union of International Seamen
Pacific-Gulf Marine 
Port Liberty New York Terminals
Anthony Pruzinsky, Esq.
Laura and Robert Sappio 
Seafarers International Union (SIU)
Shipping Association of NY & NJ

 $2,500 to $4,999
Judith Ammerman
Susan Smyth Bell
Paul and Deborah Flannery Brooks
Miriam and Ralston Deffenbaugh, Jr.
Rev. Marsh Drege & Dr. Ann Siegle  
 Drege
GlobeFlex Capital, L.P.
Good Shepherd Luth. Ch., Plainview, NY

Melba L. Grieshaber
Hofmann & Schweitzer 
ILA Headquarters Office
The John R. & Dorothy D. Caples Fund 
Michael J. Kasinskas
Local 1804-1, International 
Longshoremens Association
Rona Macias
Mardi Gras Productions, Ltd. 
Sandy Hook Pilots Charitable Fdn.
Darline S. Sauter, CPA, & James P. 
Sauter, Esq. 
Sharon and Capt. Richard J. Schoenlank

$1,000.00 to $2,499
Rev. Albert Ahlstrom 
Barbara Anderson
Lisa Gina Baltazar, Esq.
Stephen Bennett & Brooke Badley
Bayonne Drydock and Repair Corp.
The Beatrix Fund of Thrivent Charitable 
The Beaty Family Foundation
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairport, NY

Janet and Rev. James P. Borgschatz
Watson Bosler
Boston Trust Walden 
Ute Brinkmann
Dayna and Conor P. Brooks
Capell Barnett Matalon & Schoenfeld
Nancy and Victor Eichorn
Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence, NJ

Douglas Faunt
Joan Feeney & Bruce Phillips
Pauline and Harry Forse
Gail Swanson Frost and Paul Frost
Gallagher Marine Systems 
Kevin Gowen
Suzanne H. and Robert N. Hoglund
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Laurel, MD

Immanuel Lutheran Ch., Philadelphia, PA

Gwen and Captain Donald Marcus
Robert Kenneth Marzik, Esq. & Dr. Alice 
M. Caldwell
Mediterranean Shipping Co. (USA)
Metropolitan Marine Maintenance 
Contractors Association, Inc. (MMMCA)
Leslie A. Neve
New Jersey Synod, ELCA 
John M. Ogren
Ruth and Rev. George Olson
Our Saviour Luth. Ch., Croton On Hudson, NY

Joanne and Capt. Christopher Pitfick
Kurt B. Plankl, Esq.
Port Authority of NY & NJ
Elizabeth F. and Rev. E. Leroy Riley, Jr.
Risk Strategies Company
Dr. Barbara G. and Frederick E. Risser
Patricia& Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.
Julia C. and Hon. Albert Rosenblatt
Slevin & Hart, P.C. 
Stephanie Sparvero
Aiesha and Andrew Steele
Aylett and J. Nicholas Suhr, Esq.
Capt. John W. Sullivan
Anne Swanson
Tarter Krinsky & Drogin LLP 
The American P&I Club 
Sara and Hovey Tinsman 
Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj & Rev. David 
 Wangaard
Trinity - St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
Ladies Aid Society of TSA, Maspeth, NY

Trinity Luth. Ch. (WELCA), Milford, CT
Carol Trower
United Seamens Service
Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA
Edward and Carolyn Wagner
Weaver
Lynne and Jeffrey Weinlandt
Rev. Margay Jo Whitlock
Peter John Wirth
Withum

$500 to $999
Professor Jeffrey Abt & Dr. Mary 
Paquette-Abt
Amazing Grace Luth. Ch., Florham Park, NJ

American Ship Repair Co., Inc. (ASR) 
Cecilia Aranzamendez
Dcn. Sara Jane and James Baublitz
Kay Bellor & Michael Myers
Frederick H. Bindel
Joy and Dennis Blazak
Board of Commissioners of Pilots of 
 New York

Sandra Brandt
CAIS Group
Robert Carroll
Rev. Serge A. Castigliano, Ph. D. & Rev. 
 Susan L. Lunning
Christ Lutheran Church, Paramus, NJ
Christ Lutheran Church, Minot, ND
Dale C. Christensen, Jr., Esq.
Bonnie and Richard A. Corwin, Esq.
Ellen Dahlquist & Roderick Bennett
Donald A. DeLuca
Judith and Rev. Ronald J. Diener
Emanuel Lutheran Ch., Pleasantville, NY

Paul K. Erbes
Rita and Captain Tim Ferrie
First Lutheran Church, Clifton, NJ
Bishop Rev. Dr. Katrina D. Foster & 
Pamela Kallimanis
Sheila and Frank Giglio
Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.
Susan and Michael P. Guse
Kate Hunt & Enrico Esopa
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kingston, NY

Peter A. Irwin, Esq.
Rev. Louise Johnson
Rev. Garry & Carolyn Junemann Squire
Noel and James A. Leary
Julia and Regnal Leibensperger
Rev. Sara E. Lilja
Maritime Assoc. of the Port of NY/NJ
Ann Marmolejos
Elizabeth McIntyre
Jonathan McIntyre
Messiah Lutheran Church, Mifflintown, PA

Archibald Morgan, IV
Karen D. and John V. Nurmi
Anne-Marie and Robert Pohl
Quan-Vest Consultants, Inc. 
Bethann Rooney & Gina Crossetta
Salem Lutheran Church, Altoona, PA
Rev. Dr. K. Robert and Deborah Schmitt
Seiden Krieger Associates, Inc. 
SEIX Investment Advisors 
Mary Ann Sheets
Jill and Jacob Shisha, Esq. 
Cheryl and Michael Smoczyk
Craig S. Staller & Douglas Bonsall
Judith E. and Burman H. Stitt
Janet W. Swanson
Tabak, Mellusi & Shisha LLP
The Transportation Institute
Toyofuji Shipping America, Inc.
TRAC Intermodal
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bogota, NJ
Trinity Lutheran Church, Princeton, MN
US Merchant Marine Academy (MARAD)
Laura and Hans Vogel
Bettina and Gerhard Winklmeier
Patricia and Capt. Winfield S. Winter
Joan Worrall

$250 to $499
Mary Ann and Gary Anderson
Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew & Rev. B. 
Daniel Whitener, Jr.
Henryk Behnke & Sterling Gilreath
Dr. Karen Beres & Dr. Lance Drege 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
 Georgetown, CT
Botschaft (Grubb) Lutheran Church, 
 Mount Pleasant Mills, PA
Marlene Brankovic
Bishop Patricia A. Davenport
Rev. Bruce Davidson & Donald E. Barb
Michael Edward Declement
Natalie Deffenbaugh
Cricket Eccleston & David R. Hunter
Catherine S. and Dr. John A. Fegley
Grace Lutheran Church, Westminster, MD

Marcia H. Gustafson
Barbara A. and James E. Hancock

Marsha and Rev. John W. Havrilla
Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim
Heidi Helstrom
Don Henry
Karen and Raymond Henderson 
Joseph E.M. Hughes
Immanuel Lutheran Ch., Staten Island, NY

Janet and Kenneth Janzen 
Shirley and Kevin Kunkle
Bonnie Lee and John William Lauer
Long Lake Lutheran Church, Sarona, WI

Rev. Linda Manson
Richard L. McCandless & Lisa B. Mages
Blythe C. Miller, Esq. & Tim Rothang
Elaine B. and Rev. Joseph Molnar, III
Theresa Moore
Sibyl J. Mose
Rev. Allan R. Negstad
New England Synod, ELCA
David Palmer
Elizabeth C. and C. James Patti
Joe Perry
Prince Of Peace Lutheran Ch., Bangor, PA

Starr and Lennard Rambusch, Esq.
Catherine C. and Mark D. Remijan
Elizabeth and Rev. Gerry F. Rickel
Estate of Melva P. Roland
Saint Andrew Luth. Ch., South Glens Falls, NY

Martha Sather
Jakob Herman Soderberg & Dorothy 
Allerheiligen
Rev. John R. Spangler & Rev. Dr. Maria  
 E. Erling
Hedwig Steipp
Valerie Swanson
Sandra A. and Dr. Charles H. Swenson
Rev. Brooke L. Swertfager & Rev. 
William E. Baum
Tree of Life Lutheran Ch., Harrisburg, PA

Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT

Irene Van Slyke
Jean and Rev. Dr. Charles R. Vogeley
Gail Wagner
Lynn R. Salvesen Wirth
Cindy Zimmermann
Zion Lutheran Church, Egg Harbor City, NJ

Zion Lutheran Church, Saddle River, NJ
Zion Lutheran Ch. (WELCA), Renovo, PA

$100.00 to $249
Advent Lutheran Church, Harleysville, PA

Liza Alton
American Pilots’ Association
Ruben Anderson
Lois Barliant
Arnold J. and Lisa Beasley
Terrence Bennett, Esq. & Ellen Tabor
Rita M. and Steven J. Berry
Kirsten and William Bromaghim
Susan S. and Dr. Joseph W. Brookreson
Jennifer K. and Rev. Scott V. Brubaker
Karen and Tom Brucia
Ryan J. Byrnes, Esq. 
Michele Cadden & Capt. Louis Ferrer, Jr.
Edward S. Casey
Daniele F. Cassels
Jill Cassels
Wendy and David Cegelka
Anthony and Christine N. Chiarello
Christ Lutheran Church, Floral Park, NY
Janet M. and James A. Clauson
Joan and Robert Cohen
Gordon A. Cooper & Marta Sanders
Vanessa Costanza
Brian Cranston
Berniece Debertin
Richard Debertin
Amy G. Dell
Lisa and Glen Derner
Carole and Rev. Amandus J. Derr
Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD

Thank you for welcoming 
19,519 strangers and helping 

them in their need. 



Donald Tabor
Holly and Richard Thorstad
Julie M. Traum
Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville, PA

Ana M. and Captain Jorge J. Viso
WELCA Messiah Luth. Ch., Coatesville, PA

Thomas A. Wesley & Rebecca Wild-
 Wesley
Rev. Jonathan Westerlund & Rev. 
 Courtney Smith Westerlund
Ouliana and Ralf D. Wiedemann
Gabriel Wiesenthal
John Wilkinson
Rev. Dr. Kim-Eric Williams
Caroline Wurst & Paul LaTorre
Guan Yang
Linda and Paul Yarmchuk

$1 to $99
Freweini G. and Lool Seged Abebe
Cheryl Acker
Kelly Agnew-Barajas
Mariline S. and Miguel A. Alicea
Janice E. and Timothy C. Averill
Alba Ayala
Cheryl Badley
Dr. Jessica Baitani
Dr. Elizabeth Bookser Barkley
Edward R. Blankenhorn
Loran Bohman
Taylor Borde 
Priscilla Braak & Anthony P. Fondacaro
Curtis Bradner 
Andrew Brasseaux
Joseph Brooks
Janet A. and Richard F. Bruss
Sharon Budds
Janice Campbell
Samantha Cibelli
Baya Clare
Dale and Timothy D. W. Connelly
Brian Corbett 
John D. Crews
Suzette and James Curtin
Patti D’andrea 
Andreas Dages
Stan Dubin 
Kathryn Edgecomb
Andra Elbreder 
Rev. Robert W. Endruschat 
Barbara Engler 
Jordan Esopa
Susan and David Findling 
Michael Frederick
Patricia Frisk
Andrew Garger
Diana and Harry W. Geiler
Karen K. and Douglas Leigh Golden
Sally Greenspan
David Hannah
Donna L. Harris
Wanjuri Hawkins
Melanie and David Heindel 
Mary B. Heller
George C. Herrmann
Elisabeth and Rudolf Hlawaty
Helen Lee Holcomb
Sister Regina Holtz
Holy Trinity Luth. Ch. (Women’s Group), 
East Orange, NJ

Dennis Horns 
Dyfrig Hughes
Mary Ann and Brian Humm
Laura and Stephen Irwin, Esqs.
Louanne and Rev. Glen Isernhagen
Jennifer and Jordan Janis
Katherine Jankowski 
Lynn Johnson 
Eugene A. Koene
Kathryn E. Kors-Jacobson
Jayne and John Kraushar
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Elizabeth Downs
Rev. Richard and Greta Englund
John R. Erck, Esq.
Rev. Mark E. Erson
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Christ,                     
 Rosedale, NY

Lisa and Rev. Eric B. Faret
Rev. Janet C. Gasbarro & William E. 
 Gasbarro, Esq.
Louis Gehrig
Elizabeth George
Judith J. and Rev. Hartland H. Gifford
Sarah C. Gioe & Robert W. Neel
Gloria Dei Lutheran Ch., New Hyde Park, NY

Clarice B. and George S. Gordon, Jr.
Sharon L. Gough
Caryl M. and Rev. Mark A. Grorud
Pauline J. Hansen
Kathryn E. and Rev. Paul K. Hanson
Nancy L. and Earl R. Harris
Richard J. Hendrick
Holy Trinity Lutheran Ch., Wildwood, NJ

Marilyn Hoyt & Dr. Dan Wharton
ILA South Atlantic &  Gulf Coast District 
Gloria and Rev. Otto W. Jacobson, Jr.
Melinda James
Nellie and David Jarvis
Mary Beth Jerry & Franklyn Commisso
Greg Johnson
Marcia Kaplan-Mann
Cullen Kavoussi
Chelsea Kettle 
Kathleen and Michael Kull 
Louise L. and Dr. John David Litke
Nancy J. Long & David Kissane
Pamela and Rev. Peter O. Lundholm
Lutheran Ch. of God’s Love, Newtown, PA

Lutheran Ch. of Our Savior, Patchogue, NY

Rosalie & Captain Joseph P. Maco, MNI 
Irma and Daniel Madrid
John P. McCroy
Martha McIntyre
Messiah Lutheran Ch., Downingtown, PA 

Bishop Rev. Craig A. Miller
Florence and Dr. Daniel Molloy
Loretta and Dale Moses
Munich Re Specialty Group Ins. Svcs.
Hussain Nagi
Rev. Laurie Neill
Shirley and Rev. Harold T. Nilsson
Rev. David G. Olson
Rev. Bonnie Oplinger
Rev. David W. Peters
Robert O. Phillips, Esq.
Cheryl and Richard Pilatzke
Port of Albany
Patricia and Gerald Reitnauer
Carolyn and Keith R. Rivers
Martha T. Rozett
Damaris Ruza
Joan A. Stanne and Roderick N. Ryon
Linda L. Salatiello
Dr. Jean Schoenlank
Elissa Schoenlank
Deacon Dorothy Scholz-Beyer
Priscilla and Donald W. Schwabe
Christine A. Segerhammar & Rev. Paul 
Kempton Segerhammar
Carol Seischab
Ruth Setaro
Cynthia L. and Rev. Carl D. Shankweiler
Steve and Stacey Siegle
Ian Silver
Karen Skullerud
St. John First Hungarian Wend 
Lutheran Church, Perth Amboy, NY
St. Matthew Trinity Luth. Ch., Pawtucket, RI

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Keedysville, MD

Mike Stein 
Randy Steinman 
Betty L. Swinehart

2025 DONORS CONTINUED

James Kretzmann
Elaine Kuperberg
Nancy A. Larner
Elinor M. Lindboom
Karin Louise 
Ron Malozi
Oliver Marx
Martin McCluney
Denise McLane & Michelangelo 
DeSantis
Kristina and Brian McVeigh
Messiah Lutheran Church, Oakland, NJ
Lisa Modelevsky
Captain Emil Muccin
Linda Murphy 
Susan Nash
Susan Nelson-Colaneri
Deborah D. Nicolson
Kari Nielsen
Revs. Julie G. and Bruce G. Osterhout
Mary Jane Ouellette
Our Saviour Luth. Ch, Pompton Plains, NJ

Sonja Palker 
Angeliki and Anastasia Panousopoulos
Douglas Paulson & Deborah Adele
Janine and Rev. Keith Pearson
Heather and Rev. Vincent Piekarski
Grace Ann Planalp
Kathleen and Walter Plankl
Kaia Ploof
Ellen M. Pollan & Dart Westphal
Brunhilde Porobija
Port of Miami Terminal Operating 
 Company, L.C., (POMTOC) 
Carolyn Riehl
Revs. Kari and Joshua Rinas
Edward A. Rodgers, Jr.
Howard Ross
Susan A. Rowe
Joseph Ryan
Lois Ryden
Vicki and Peter Schmidt
Rebecca Seely
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Amsterdam, NY

Janet and Rev. Daniel H. Steinbauer
Marlin E. Strand
Rev. Elna L. Stratton
Thrivent - National Office
Keira Walsh
Rev. Jeanne Rineer Warfield & Sheldon 
 P. Warfield 
Susan E. and Robert O. Wefald
Elizabeth A. Weltzin
David R. Wertz 
John and Elaine Wilkinson
Hanne Wulp
Mary L. Zajicek & Zanetta Hanson
Carol and Forrest Zetterberg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cecilia Aranzamendez, Esq.

Lisa G. Baltazar, Esq. 
Dcn. Sara Jane Baublitz

Kay Bellor5

Stephen A. Bennett3

Conor Patrick Brooks
Bishop Rev. Dr. Christa           

Marianne Compton†

Ralston Deffenbaugh
Jordan Esopa

Bishop Rev. Dr.  Katrina D. 
Foster†

Rev. Mark A. Grorud
Raymond Henderson
Richard Hendrick, Sr.

Capt. Tom Larkin
Rev. Sara E. Lilja

Rev. Linda Manson4

Blythe C. Miller, Esq.2

Leslie A. Neve5,6

Bishop Rev. Nathan Pipho†

Capt. Christopher J. Pitfick
Kurt B. Plankl, Esq.

Anthony Pruzinsky, Esq.
Rev. E. Roy Riley, Jr.
Rev. Joshua Rinas
Bethann Rooney 

Andrew G. Steele5

Rev. Susan Tjornehoj1

Carol Trower

1.   President
2.   Vice President
3.   Treasurer 
4.   Secretary
5.   Member at Large
6.   Assistant Treasurer
†    Ex Officio

 STAFF 	           
Executive Director:      	 Rev. Marsh Luther Drege 	
Port Chaplains:     		  Rev. Lowell Chilton, Rev. Kate Drefke 
                                                       (Albany)
                                                       Rev. K. Robert Schmitt, Rev. Vitalii Guz 
                                                       (Baltimore) 
                                                       Rev. Douglas Paulson (Duluth) 
		               	 Tim Marzik (New Haven)
			   Rev. Tammy Sharp (Houston)
                                                       Rev. Arnd Braun-Storck, Rev. Jonathan 
			   Westerlund (New York & New Jersey)
   Support Staff:                       	 Henryk Behnke (Dir. Development & Com.),
		   	 Michael Bradford (Social Worker), Jeni Janis
			   (Business Manager), Lucas Mietlowski (Dir. 
			   Operations), Damaris Ruza (Housekeeper)

FACILITIES WORK GROUP
Capt. Richard Schoenlank, Chair

Susan Smyth Bell
Kelly Kandler

The late Rev. Charles Miller
Rev. E. Roy Riley, Jr.
Jacob Shisha, Esq.

Rev. Susan Tjornehoj
Edward Wagner

Rev. Margay Whitlock



Design by: www.kristasdesignstudio.com

Winter/Spring 2023

In October 2025, Pastor Tammy Sharp, our port chaplain in Houston, TX, received a warm welcome from the crew of the Pasco Bercem, an LPG Tanker.
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