
MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Into the Faithful Future 

Dear friends of Seafarers Interna-
tional House (SIH):

“Though your beginning was 
small, your latter days will be very 
great.  ”   Job 8:7

In 2023, Seafarers International House 
celebrated its 150th anniversary of un-
interrupted service to well over two 
million people. Starting humbly with 
one pastor in 1873, we have been ful-
filling our mission of being the Lutheran 
response to the urgent needs of vulner-
able seafarers and immigrants, or more 
succinct: of welcoming in the stranger.    

Reflecting on our past, of the evolution 
of our services, always adapting, often 
moving physically from one guest-
house building to the next, we have 
reaffirmed that Seafarers International 
House is not a place but a service. In 
2023, we welcomed 49 asylum seek-
ers and provided them with free lodg-
ing and assistance from our new Social 
Worker, Michael Bradford, who collab-
orates with me tirelessly to make peo-
ple who escaped violence and perse-
cution feel at home, enabling many to 
become contributing members of their 
new homeland. We also offered 159 
seafarers, often young mariners start-
ing their careers or senior seafarers 
transitioning into retirement, affordable 
accommodations as they prepared for 
their next 3-6 months voyage or start-
ing a new chapter of life, respectively. 

During 2023, we strengthened our 
partnership with the Albany Mari-
time Ministry (AMM) with Pastors Kate 
Drefke and Lowell Chilton and hired 
Rev. Jonathan Westerlund to aid in the 
busy port of New Jersey & New York. 
In all ports, including Baltimore and 
New Haven, we visited 1,094 ships with 

12,522 crew members, bringing on-
board essentials and being present 
and transporting 2,061 of these seafar-
ers to the mall or medical facilities. 

Thanks to many individuals, youth and 
business groups, and congregations, 
a record 3,216 seafarers regardless 
of their faith felt some Holiday cheer 
when they opened their Christmas-at-
Sea satchels filled with warm clothing 
and season’s greetings, letting them 
know that we appreciate their sacri-
fices while they transport 90% of the 
things we use. Just look at the faces 
on the cover of this report and you can 
see the joy you have spread! 

With our partners in the shipping in-
dustry, ship owners, and unions we 
celebrated our 150th anniversary at the 
Setting the Course Reception break-
ing an income record of over $250,000 
in crucial support of our Port Mission 
and subsidized lodging for mariners. 
We are grateful for the 2023 honorees 
John Atkins (Global Container Termi-
nals), Mark W. Barker (Interlake Mari-
time Services), and Adam Vokac (Ma-
rine Engineers’ Beneficial Association. 

Yet, we also used the anniversary year 
to address future concerns. Through 
strategic planning involving all board 
members as well as members of the 
communities we serve, we deter-
mined that the current arrangement 
of renting our guesthouse to Breaking 
Ground furthers our mission by pro-
viding vital income to help us expand 
the port mission while continuing ex-
cellent lodging to asylum seekers and 
seafarers at the Markle Residence of 
the Salvation Army.  This formula will 
allow us to save funds, complement-
ed with donations from a comprehen-
sive campaign, to eventually purchase 

2023 ANNUAL REP RT

MISSION
Seafarers International House 
(SIH) is the Lutheran response to 
the urgent needs of 
vulnerable seafarers and 
immigrants.
SIH offers hospitality, social 
assistance, and advocacy to a 
multi-national and multi-faith 
community in maritime ports on 
the Eastern Seaboard, Albany and 
in New York City.

Pastor and Executive Director

a new mission-based home with over 
eleven guest rooms by 2026, or earlier, 
if a cost-effective opportunity arises. 

I invite you to browse the donor lists in 
the following pages and I thank all of 
you who supported our essential ser-
vices to “the stranger” through 2023, 
- from small beginnings to a faithful 
future sharing God’s justice, welcome, 
and love.  

Members of Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Lititz, PA, helped me (kneeling in black) assemble Christ-

mas-at-Sea satchels in November 2023.  



In accordance with our 2024 - 2028 strategic plan, operating gains help to build reserves for a new property ($1M) with mis-

sion-based guest rooms and offices and to allow for capital repairs on the guesthouse ($400,000), which is leased to Break-

ing Ground, which offers transitional housing to the community. That lease revenue supports our mission to seafarers and 

immigrants. Donations remain a vital pillar of income to support our services and future expansion. 				  

	 Program services and reserves accounted for 88% percent of expenses with only 12% spent on support services and 

fundraising. Net Assets increased from $8,258,768 in 2022 to about $10 million. These figures reflect unaudited revenue and 

expenses and are subject to change. To request the audited 2023 financial statements send an email to henryk@sihnyc.org. 

2023 Program Impact
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18,004 immigrants and seafarers directly ben-
efited from SIH services 

2,297  lodging nights (up from 1,764) provided to 
156 seafarers in Manhattan. 

 12,522 seafarers were visited and counseled 
on 1,094 ships, receiving essentials they 

requested.

2,061 seafarers were transported to a mall or 
medical facilities. 

3,216 seafarers, regardless of faith, received 
Christmas-at-Sea satchels filled with warm 

clothing and holiday greetings prepared by volunteers to 
recognize these essential workers. This exceeds last year’s 
record of 2,915!

49 asylum seekers received free lodging for a total of 
735 nights. They hailed from Afghanistan, Angola, 

Benin, Chad, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iran, Jamaica, 
Liberia, Libya, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, 
Ukraine, and Venezuela. (See highlighted countries with 
number of lodging nights on the map below).  
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2023 Program Impact

Rev. Dr. Dennis 
Anderson †

by Barbara Anderson 

Mary Ann and Gary Anderson

 

Clifford Livingston 
Berry †

by John U. Harrold

Thomas Catero †
by Lynne and Jeff Weinlandt

Dorothy T. Coles †
 by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

 Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and 

Rev. Marsh Drege

Ursula Edith Dahlke †
    by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Giuseppe De Matola †
by an anonymous supporter

     Sally Joanne Strott             
Dempster †

by Captain Darrell Dean 

Dempster, US Navy (Ret.)

 Yvonne Janet Lynnes 
Drege †

by Susan Smyth Bell 
Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and 

Rev. Marsh Drege
Dr. Karen Beres and 

Dr. Lance Drege 
		  Pauline and Harry Forse
	 Sterling Gilreath and Henryk Behnke
		  Mary B. Heller
		  Elizabeth McIntyre
		  Jonathan McIntyre
		  Martha McIntyre
		  John M. Ogren
		  Ruth Setaro
		  Sara and Hovey Tinsman

Ruth Egensteiner †
by Dr. Marianne Dietrich and

Bishop Paul Egensteiner

 William “Billy” Dean 
Hagwood †

 by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

 Sister Adell Harvey, LSA †
 by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

 Dr. Kathleen and Rev. David 
Leroy Hurty †

by

Christine and Paul 

Segerhammar 

Einar B. Knudtsen †
by Joan E. Worrall

Michael G. Mann †
by Marcia Kaplan-Mann

 Marilyn Burke 
Maurstad †

by Nellie and David Jarvis

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF 
Deacon Jacquelyn 

“Jackie” Mize-Baker †
 by Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and 

Rev. Marsh Drege

 Miriam and Ralston Deffen-
baugh, Jr.

Natalie Deffenbaugh

 Stanley Wyatt and 

Joan Moore †
by Theresa Moore

Alice M. Nyberg†
    by Sterling Gilreath and

 Henryk Behnke

 
Michael “Mike” Sacco †
 by Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and

Rev. Marsh Drege

Seafarers International House

Rev. J. Gordon 
Swanson †

by Anne Swanson

 Gail Swanson Frost and 

Paul Frost

Hannele “Pat” 
Sundermann †

by Sterling Gilreath and 

Henryk Behnke

Carolyn Heuer 
Tonneson†

by Pauline and Harry Forse

David Vega †
 by Debra Dielman 

Maxwell Dielman

Robert Paul 
Wilkinson †

by  Kevin Gowen 

Frederick Andersen † by Leigh Silveira

Bruce Farmer † 
by Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Drege

Rev. Martha L. McCracken †
by Sheila and Frank Giglio 

Bernard Radomski † by Jennifer Radomski

Bob Reed † by Jolynn Johnson

The Seltvedts † by Jennifer Vizina

Dr. John Wetherhold †
by Xu Zi and John Wetherhold

Chester Wheeler †
by Kate Hunt and Enrico Esopa



For more information email henryk@sihnyc.org or 
call (212) 677-4800 extension 7203.2023 ANNUAL REPORT4

M embers of the Homeport Society have included 

Seafarers International House (SIH) in their retirement 

and legacy plan by listing SIH in their will or making SIH a 

beneficiary of a life insurance or a qualified retirement plan. 

•	 Barbara and the late Rev. Dr. Dennis Anderson
•	 Sterling Gilreath and Henryk Behnke
•	 Susan Smyth Bell		
•	 Paul K. Erbes		
•	 Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
•	 Pauline and Harry Forse			 
•	 Matthew O’Rear
•	 Ralph Urban Price
•	 Betsy and Rev. E. Roy Riley		
•	 Patricia and Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.	
•	 Jill and John Scibilia	
•	 Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj and Rev. David Wangaard
•	 Carolyn and Edward Wagner	
•	 Rev. Margay Jo Whitlock
    Bequests: Melva Pauline Hosfelt Roland; Eva C. Swanson. 

L ighthouse Keepers make monthly gifts providing 

a reliable income stream to support Seafarers 

International House’s mission.  				 

	
•	 Barbara Anderson
•	 Susan Smyth Bell
•	 Stephen Bennett
•	 Joy and Dennis Blazak
•	 Conor Patrick Brooks
•	 Frederick Bindel
•	 Ute Brinkmann
•	 Rev. Serge A. Castigliano and Rev. Susan L. Lunning
•	 Wendy and David Cegelka
•	 Donald DeLuca
•	 Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
•	 Nancy and Victor Eichorn
•	 Paul K. Erbes
•	 Pauline and Harry Forse
•	 Diana and Harry W. Geiler
•	 Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.
•	 Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim
•	 Michael J. Kasinskas
•	 Julia and Regnal Leibensperger
•	 Blythe C. Miller, Esq.
•	 Leslie A. Neve
•	 Elizabeth C. and C. James Patti
•	 Patricia and Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.
•	 Martha Sather
•	 Deborah and Rev. Dr. K. Robert Schmitt
•	 Sharon and Captain Richard Schoenlank
•	  Andrew Steele
•	 Joan E. Worrall
•	 Peggy and Fredrick Wuertele

•	 Guan Yang

LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS

HOMEPORT SOCIETY

This youth group assembled 32 satchels and learned about the chal-
lenging lives of seafarers from Kerry Heyes, Music Director for Gloria Dei! 
Lutheran Church, Arnold, MD, who took the photo in December 2023. These 
might be the youngest participants in Christmas-at-Sea!          

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
150th Anniversary of 

Seafarers International House
by Rev. Brooke L. Swertfager and 

Rev. William E. Baum

John Atkins
by APM Terminals Port Elizabeth

Bayonne Lineboat Service
Columbia Group

Globeflex Capital, L.P.
ILA Headquarters Office

Signal Mutual

Mark W. Barker
by 

Buchbinder Tunick & Company, LLP
Gawthrop Greenwood, PC 

Globeflex Capital, L.P. 
RADM Joanna and Thomas Nunan

Craig Staller and Doug Bonsall
by Jeffrey Weaver

Basil Castrovinci 
by Basil Castrovinci Associates

Rev. Marsh Drege & All Port 
Chaplains Who Do Marvelous Work!

by Eric Faret

Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
by Marsha and Rev. John W. Havrilla

Cheryl and Michael Smoczyk
Rev. Brooke L. Swertfager and 

Rev. William E. Baum

Birgitt Fehr
by Rogerio Zandamela and 

Christine Dieterich

Harry Forse
by Rita M. and Steven J. Berry

Rev. Mark Grorud
by Catherine and John Fegley

Thomas Gunther
by Michael Gunther

Mary B. Heller
by Joan Millot
Mark Weaver

Lisa Mages and 
Richard McCandless

by Melinda James

Dino Simoes
by  F & S Tire Corp.

Wayne Swanson
by Janet W. Swanson

Jean and John Swedberg
by John David Crews

Rev. Sue Tjornehoj
by Andrew Steele

 Adam Vokac
by 

Buchbinder Tunick & Company, LLP
Globeflex Capital, L.P. 

RADM Joanna and Thomas Nunan



Our Savior Lutheran Church, Hanover, NH
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Croton On Hudson, NY

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fairfield, CT
Joanne Partner
Rev. David W. Peters
Julia Powell
Prince of Peace Ev. Luth. Church, Bangor, PA
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Brookfield, CT
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Rockaway, NJ
Jennifer Radomski
Ruth Reko
Salem Lutheran Church, Jarrettsville, MD
Salem Lutheran Church/Grace Lutheran 
Church/Cub Scout Troop, Bridgeport, CT

Dorothy Scholz-Beyer
Seafarers International Union
Ruth Setaro
Leigh Silveira
Stephanie Sparvero
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Parsippany, NJ
St. Barnabas Lutheran Church, Howard Beach, NY

St. George Lutheran Church, Brighton, MI
St. James St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 
South Ozone Park, NY
St. John First Hungarian Wend Lutheran Church,
Perth Amboy, NJ
St. John Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD
St. John Lutheran Church, Blue Bell, PA
St. John Lutheran Church, Poughkeepsie, NY
St. John St. Matthew Emanuel Lutheran Church,
Brooklyn, NY
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Glastonbury, CT
St. Matthew Trinity Lutheran Church, Hoboken, NJ

St. Michael Lutheran Church, Camillus, NY
St. Paul  Ev. Lutheran Church, Fleetwood, PA
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Breinigsville, PA
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dansville, NY
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Orwigsburg, PA
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Marlborough, MA
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Brick, NJ
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Norfolk, VA
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Wayne, NJ
Jean and John Swedberg
Trinity Lutheran Church, Brewster, NY
Trinity Lutheran Church, Dover, NJ
Trinity Lutheran Church, Milford, CT
Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT
Triumphant Cross Lutheran Church, Salem, NH
Eleanor Tunney
Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, Lewisburg, PA

Village Lutheran Church, Bronxville, NY
Carolyn and Edward Wagner
Mark Weaver
Woman’s Seaman’s Friend Society of CT
Joan Worrall
Susan Zaner
Zion Lutheran Church, Egg Harbor City, NJ
Zion Lutheran Church, Rahway, NJ
Zion Lutheran Church, Saddle River, NJ

Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Keyport, NJ
Sarah C. Gioe and Robert W. Neel
Christine Giordano
Gloria Dei! Lutheran Church, Arnold, MD
Karen K. and Douglas Leigh Golden
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Boca Raton, FL

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Glen Rock, NJ

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Little Egg Harbor, NJ

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Somerville, NJ

Grace Guild Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 
Port Washington, NY
Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest, Il
Grace Lutheran Church, Scarsdale, NY
Grace Lutheran Church, Uniondale, NY
Melba Grieshaber
Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church, New York, NY

Pauline J. Hansen
Kathryn and Erik Hanson
Donna Harris
Wanjuri Hawkins 
Heather 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Rockville Centre, NY

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Trumbull, CT
John D. Hungerford
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kingston, NY
Immanuel Lutheran Church, New York, NY
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Oxford, CT
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, PA
Intern’l Organization of Masters, Mates & Pilots
International Seaways, Inc. 
Louanne and Rev. Glen Isernhagen
Melinda James
Jerusalem Ev. Lutheran Church, Rothsville, PA
Jolynn Johnson
Marcia Kaplan-Mann
The Kern Family
Shirley and Kevin Kunkle
Nancy Lawler
Louise Litke
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, North Syracuse, NY

Lutheran Church of God’s Love, Newtown, PA
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Patchogue, NY
Lutheran Church of St. Mark, Glastonbury, CT
Luth. Parish Of Northern Dutchess, Rhinebeck, NY

Rona Macias
Rev. Beth Mandelbaum
Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association 
Mary Martha Circle & WELCA Lutheran Church 
of the Reformation, West Long Branch, NJ

Dr. Alice M. Caldwell and Robert Marzik, Esq.
Denise McLane and Michelangelo DeSantis
Melba Grieshaber
Messiah Lutheran Church, Oakland, NJ
Messiah Lutheran Church, Staten Island, NY
Phyllis Micillo
Lugene Mitchell-Hamilton
Emil Muccin
New Jerusalem Ev. Lutheran Church, Fleetwood, PA

Oceanside Lutheran Church, Oceanside, NY
Officers Union of International Seamen
Luz M. Ortiz

CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA: A HOLIDAY INITIATIVE

A  new record 3,216 seafarers 

received Christmas at Sea 

satchels filled with warm 

clothing and holiday cheer. On their 

behalf, thank you to all participants, 

donors, Amazon Wish List contributors, 

and knitters:
Abiding Love Lutheran Church, Monmouth Township, NJ

Advent Lutheran Church, West Lawn, PA
Advent Lutheran Church, Wyckoff, NJ
All Saints Lutheran Church, Piscataway, NJ
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Florham Park, NJ

Judith Ammerman
Anonymous
Barbara and Carmine Antonelli
Janice Averill
Susan Smyth Bell
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairport, NY
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Sturbridge, MA
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Webster, MA
Frederick H. Bindel
Sandy Brandt
Paul and Deborah Flannery Brooks
Calvary Lutheran Church, Allendale, NJ
Calvary Lutheran Church, Chillicothe, OH
Calvary Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ
Calvary Lutheran Church, Hauppauge, NY
Lynn and Richard Cardozo
Carol Del Sole, Ansonia, CT
Caron Collection, Ltd
Chatfield Lutheran Church, Chatfield, MN
Christ Lutheran Church, Minot, ND
Christ Lutheran Church, Newburgh, NY
Christ Lutheran Church, Wantagh, NY
Christ Lutheran Church, Whiting, NJ
Christ Lutheran Church, Woodcliff Lake, NJ
Christ The King Lutheran Church, South Brunswick, NJ

Baya Clare
Virginia and Arthur Clark
Concordia Lutheran Church, Concordia, NH
Connecticut Piecemakers Quilt Guild 
Deacon Nadine Cordes
Covenant Lutheran Church, Ridgewood, NY
John D. Crews
CT Piecemakers Quilters, Trumbull, CT
Dorcas Rachel Circle of St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Pittsford, NY

Elizabeth Downs
Duncansville Ev. Lutheran Church, Duncansville, NY

ECM Maritime Services LLC
Emanuel Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Pleasantville, NY
Emmaus Lutheran Church, Falmouth, ME
Faith Lutheran Church, East Hartford, CT
Anne Maxfield and Rev. William C. Fensterer
William B. Fetterman
First Lutheran Church, Clifton, NJ
First Lutheran Church, Poughkeepsie, NY
Friedens Lutheran  Church, Friedens, PA
Friedens Lutheran  Church, Oley, PA                     2023 ANNUAL REPORT 5



2023 DONORS List of supporters including soft credits and Facebook donations
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$50,000 and over
The ITF Seafarers’ Trust
Faith Lutheran Church, East Hartford, CT

$25,000 to $49,999
The German Society of the City of New 
York 
Marine Engineers’ Beneficial 
Association
New York Community Trust
Estate of Melva Pauline Hosfelt Roland
Seafarers International Union
Woman’s Seaman’s Friend Society of 
Connecticut
Zion Lutheran Church, Ridgefield, NJ

$10,000 to $24,999
American Maritime Congress
American Maritime Officers
American Maritime Officers Plans
American Maritime Officers Service 
American Roll On Roll Off Carrier Group 
(ARC)
Anonymous
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA)
Philip W. J. and Suzanne C. Fisher
GCT New York LP
Kathryn L. and Erik Hanson
Hyde and Watson Foundation
Immanuel Communities
Interlake Maritime Services
International Organization of Masters, 
Mates & Pilots (MM&P)
Joyce and Peter Jobson
Liberty Maritime Corporation
Estate of Eva C. Swanson
Trinity Lutheran Church, Shelton, CT

$5,000 to $9,999
ILA Headquarters Office
International Seaways, Inc.
IRI/The Marshall Islands Registry
Officer’s Union of International Seamen
Seward & Kissel LLP

 $2,500 to $4,999
Judith Ammerman
APM Terminals Port Elizabeth
Susan Smyth Bell
Janet and Rev. James P. Borgschatz
Ute Brinkmann
Paul and Deborah Flannery Brooks
Buchbinder Tunick & Company, LLP
Columbia Group
Crowley Maritime Corporation
Dr. Ann Siegle Drege and Rev. 
Marsh Drege
Pauline and Harry Forse
Capt. Richard and Dolores Green
The John R. & Dorothy D. Caples Fund
Michael J. Kasinskas
Maersk Line Limited
Mardi Gras Productions, Ltd.
Matson Navigation Company
Charles E. McMichael, Jr. 
Anthony Pruzinsky, Esq.
Darline S. Sauter, CPA, and James P. 
Sauter, Esq. 
Signal Mutual

$1,000.00 to $2,499
American Ship Repair Co., Inc. (ASR)

Barbara Anderson
Basil Castrovinci Associates, Inc.
The Beatrix Fund of Thrivent Charitable 
Impact & Investing
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairport, NY

Blank Rome LLP
Boston Trust Walden
Conor Patrick Brooks
Susan and Rev. Mark Christoffersen
Arthur and Virginia Clark
Coast Guard Foundation
Miriam and Ralston Deffenbaugh, Jr.
Rogerio Zandamela and 
Christine Dieterich
Nancy and Victor Eichorn
Joan Feeney
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Mifflingburg, PA 
Gail Swanson Frost and Paul Frost
Globeflex Capital, L.P.
Melba L. Grieshaber
John U. Harrold
Mary B. Heller
Hofmann & Schweitzer
Suzanne and Robert Hoglund
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia, NY
Keystone Shipping Co.
Jacqueline Lyman
Rona Macias
Gwen and Captain Donald Marcus
Marine Society of the City of New York
Dr. Alice M. Caldwell and Robert 
Kenneth Marzik, Esq.
Metropolitan Marine Maintenance 
Contractors Association, Inc. (MMMCA)
Blythe C. Miller, Esq. and Eric Vogel
New Jersey Synod, ELCA
John M. Ogren
Ruth and Rev. George Olson
Irma Pereira
Kurt B. Plankl, Esq.
Port Authority of NY & NJ
Elizabeth F. and Rev. E. Leroy Riley, Jr.
Risk Strategies Company
Patricia & Christopher V. Roehrer, Esq.
Sharon and Captain Richard 
J. Schoenlank
Segal Company
Shipping Association of NY & NJ
Jill and Jacob I. Shisha, Esq.
Slevin & Hart, P.C.
Stephanie Sparvero
Andrew Steele
Eleanore and Rev. James Sudbrock
Anne Swanson
Jean and John Swedberg
Tabak, Mellusi & Shisha LLP
Tarter Krinsky & Drogin LLP
The Beaty Family Foundation
The Lambos Firm, LLP
Trinity - St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
Maspeth, NY
Trinity Lutheran Church, Dover, NJ
United NY/NJ Sandy Hook Pilots 
Association
Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA
Edward and Carolyn Wagner
Eleanor E. Willert
Bettina and Gerhard Winklmeier
Withum
Peggy and Frederick Wuertele 

$500 to $999
Dr. Mary Paquette-Abt and Jeffrey Abt
Rev. Albert Ahlstrom
Cecilia Aranzamendez, Esq.
Rev. Brooke L. Swertfager and Rev. 
William E. Baum
Brooke Badley and Stephen Bennett
Ellen Dahlquist and Roderick Bennett

Frederick H. Bindel
Joy and Dennis Blazak
Craig S. Staller and Douglas Bonsall 
Watson Bosler
Calvary Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ
Calvary Lutheran Church, Bemidji, MN
Revs. Susan L. Lunning and Serge 
A. Castigliano, Ph. D.
Christ Lutheran Church, Whiting, NJ
Christ Lutheran Church, Minot, ND
Dale C. Christensen, Jr., Esq.
Donald DeLuca
Capt. Darrell Dean Dempster, US Navy 
Judith and Rev. Ronald J. Diener
Dr. Marianne Dietrich and Bishop 
Paul Egensteiner
ECM MARITIME SERVICES, LLC 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, Pleasantville, NJ

Paul K. Erbes
F & S Tire Corp.
Gawthrop Greenwood, PC
Sheila and Frank Giglio
Jane R. Goldberg, Esq.
Kevin Gowen
Kate Hunt and Enrico Esopa
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kingston, NY
Peter A. Irwin, Esq.
K & L Gates, LLP
Dr. Ruth Carlsen Kahn
Richard G. Kato
Bonnie Lee and John William Lauer
Julia and Regnal Leibensperger
Elizabeth McIntyre
Walter Lynn McLaughlin and David 
Lee Webb
Leslie A. Neve
Karen and John Nurmi
Quan-Vest Consultants, Inc.
Dr. Barbara G. and Frederick E. Risser
Julia and Hon. Albert Rosenblatt
Eric A. Schaefer and Joan L. Tartanian-
Schaefer
Rev. Dr. K. Robert and Deborah Schmitt
Cheryl and Michael Smoczyk
St. Barnabas Lutheran Church, Howard 
Beach, NY
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Glastonbury, CT
Janet W. Swanson
The Pasha Group
Thrivent - National Office
Sara and Hovey Tinsman 
Transportation Trades Department, 
AFL-CIO
Trinity Lutheran Church, Milford, CT
United Seamen’s Service
Laura and Hans Vogel
Rev. Paul C. Walley
Lynne and Jeff Weinlandt
WELCA - Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Staten Island, NY
Patricia and Capt. Winfield S. Winter
Peter John Wirth
Joan Worrall
Zion Lutheran Church, Egg Harbor City, NJ

$250 to $499
Kimberly and RADM Michael Alfultis, 
USMS, Ph.D.
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 
Florham Park, NJ
Mary Ann and Gary Anderson
Arcari & Iovino, Architects, P.C.
Sterling Gilreath and Henryk Behnke
Priscilla Braak and Anthony P. 
Fondacaro
Sandra Brandt
Robert Carroll
Daniele Cassels
Marisol and Rev. Ramon Collazo
Ana and Rev. Zachary Dean
Natalie Deffenbaugh
Dr. Karen Beres and Dr. Lance Drege
Rev. Richard and Greta Englund
Anne Maxfield and Rev. William 
C. Fensterer

Emiko Furuya-Cortes, Esq.
Diana and Harry W. Geiler
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, King 
Of Prussia, PA
Caryl and Rev. Mark A. Grorud
Marcia H. Gustafson
Barbara and James Hancock
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Trumbull, CT
John D. Hungerford
Immanuel Lutheran Church, New York, NY
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Lititz, PA
Ronald K. and Barbara E. D. Johnson
Kelly Kandler
Marcia Kaplan-Mann
Shirley and Kevin Kunkle
Noel and James A. Leary
Louise L. and Dr. John David Litke
Pamela and Rev. Peter O. Lundholm
Irma and Daniel Madrid
Rev. Linda Manson
Jonathan McIntyre
Messiah Lutheran Church, Parlin, NJ
Gail Wagner and Rev. Charles S. Miller
Theresa Moore
Our Redeemer Luth. Church, Seaford, NY
Joanne Partner
Cheryl and Richard Pilatzke
Anne-Marie and Robert Pohl
Martha Sather
Ruth Setaro
Mary Ann Sheets
Edith Sherman and Claire S. Zimmitti
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dansville, NY
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Medina, NY
Cynthia Stroschein
Rev. Susan E. Tjornehoj and Rev. David 
Wangaard
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Lehighton, PA
Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven, CT
Eleanor Tunney
Irene Van Slyke
WELCA - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Red Bank, NJ
WELCA - Zion Luth. Church, Saddle River, NJ

$100.00 to $249
Advent Lutheran Church, New York, NY
Rev. Sohail Akhtar
Norman Andre, Jr.
Maureen and James Baeringer
Bayonne Lineboat Service
Kay Bellor and Michael Myers
Ellen Tabor and Terrence Bennett
Rita M. and Steven J. Berry
Jane Z. and Rev. Herbert Wayne Brady
Marlene Brankovic
Barbara and William Capalbo
Caribbean Synod, ELCA
Edward S. Casey
Wendy and David Cegelka
Christ Lutheran Church, Floral Park, NY
Baya Clare
Janet M. and James A. Clauson
Collier Walsh Nakazawa LLP
John D. Crews
Michael Declement
Amy Dell
Debra Dielman
Maxwell Dielman
Anna and John Drake
Mardi L. and David A. Durkin 
Abby and John Dux 
Lisa Eich
Emmaus Lutheran Church, Falmouth, ME
Barbara Engler 
John R. Erck, Esq. 
Rev. Eric Faret
Catherine and John Fegley
William B. Fetterman
Linda and Warren Garr
Rev. Janet and William Gasbarro
Judith J. and Rev. Hartland H. Gifford
Christine Giordano
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Saint Paul, MN

Thank you for helping us 
welcome the stranger and aid 

them in their need. 



Wayne Tampellini
Uta-Maria Temme
Christine Thomforde
Holly and Richard Thorstad
Rev. Marianne Tomecek
Trinity Lutheran Church, Kutztown, PA
Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville, PA
Jennifer Vizina
Jean and Rev. Dr. Charles R. Vogeley
Jeffrey Weaver
Mark Weaver
Susan and Robert O. Wefald
WELCA - Zion Lutheran Church, Renovo, PA
Rebecca Wild-Wesley and Thomas 
A. Wesley
Revs. Courtney Smith Westerlund and 
Jonathan Westerlund
Xu Zi and John Wetherhold
Rev. Douglas C. Wheeler
Rev. Dr. Kim Eric Williams
Women’s Group of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, East Orange, NJ
Caroline Wurst and Paul LaTorre
Guan Yang
Linda and Paul Yarmchuk

$1 to $99
Lool Seged and Freweini G. Abebe
Amazon Smile
Barbara and Carmine Antonelli
Janice Averill
Cheryl Badley
Mabelle Baepler
Elizabeth Bookser Barkley and Timothy 
P. Harmon
Carolyn Bascetta
Randall and Eileen Bates
Janice and Craig Booth
Ion Boros
Robert J. Brent
William and Kirsten Bromaghim
Dallas-Lee Brower
Carolyn E. Brown
Janet and Richard Bruss
Peter Busacca
Lynn and Richard Cardozo
Caron Collection, Ltd
Rusty Collins
Connecticut Piecemakers Quilt Guild 
Dale and Timothy D. W. Connelly
Deacon Nadine Cordes
Daffy Charitable Fund
Richard Debertin
Dorcas Mission Guild - Holy Trinity, 
Trumbull, CT
Elizabeth Downs
Stan Dubin
Denise Easley
Kathryn Edgecomb
Jennifer Egeland
Edward Ellingson
Susan Pierson Elllingson and Rev. 
Clay Ellingson
Georgia and David Emig
Emmanuel Lutheran Episcopal Church, 
Augusta, ME
Rev. Robert W. Endruschat
Sigrid and Charles Erickson 
Rev. Abigail Ferjak
Patricia Frisk
Andrew Genn
Sarah C. Gioe and Robert W. Neel
Karen K. and Douglas Leigh Golden
Susan and Michael P. Guse 
David Hannah
Linda Hansen
Pauline J. Hansen
Donna Harris
Melanie and David Heindel
Kris Heller and David Karp
Karen and Raymond Henderson
George Herrmann
Nancy Higgins
Elisabeth and Rudolf Hlawaty
Emily Huffman
Mary Ann and Brian Humm
Gladys Hyland
Louanne and Rev. Glen Isernhagen
Susan Jahnke 
Amy Johnson
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Oscar Gomez
Clarice B. and George S. Gordon, Jr.
Sharon Gough
Rev. Bradley Gow
Sally Greenspan
Michael and Thomas Gunther
Captain Alexandra Marie Hagerty
Rev. Dr. Carl Hansen
Kathryn E. and Rev. Paul K. Hanson
Carol and Richard Harries
Susan L. and Rev. Dr. Robert E. Hartwell
Marsha and Rev. John W. Havrilla
Kathleen and Jeffrey Heim
Lorna and Rev. Will Henkel
Gerald and Joan Hoffman
Holy Trinity Luth. Church, Wildwood, NJ
Holy Trinity Luth. Church, Laurel, MD
Linda and Robert Horn
Marilyn Hoyt and Dr. Dan Wharton
Joseph E. Hughes
Cricket and David Hunter
Gloria and Rev. Otto W. Jacobson, Jr.
Melinda James
Janet and Kenneth Janzen
Nellie and David Jarvis
Mirela Jaubelli
Mary Beth Jerry & Franklyn Commisso
Captain Michael Jewell, USN Ret.
Stephen Johnson
Karen Kaufman
Kathleen and Michael Kull 
Hellias Kibodeaux
Maritime Institute for Research & Ind. Dev. 
(MIRAID)
Ann Marmolejos
Emily and C. Thomas McCall
Lisa Mages and Richard McCandless
John P. McCroy
Denise McLane & Michelangelo DeSantis
Bishop Craig A. Miller
Joan Millot
Florence and Dr. Daniel Molloy
Elaine B. and Rev. Joseph Molnar, III
David and Beverly Mooney
Lorraine Moore
Sibyl J. Mose
Rev. Allan Negstad
New England Synod, ELCA
Shirley and Rev. Harold T. Nilsson
RADM Joanna and Thomas Nunan
Rev. David G. Olson
Rev. Bonnie Oplinger
Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fairfield, CT
David Palmer
Barbara and Ronald Parente
Elizabeth C. and C. James Patti
Bruce G. Paulsen, Esq.
Michael Penkowitz
Rev. David W. Peters
Rebecca Lynn Picchioni 
Robert O. Phillips, Esq.
Starr and Lennard Rambusch
Rev. Victor J. Rapp
M I Reiser
Catherine C. and Mark D. Remijan
Elizabeth and Rev. Gerry F. Rickel
Revs. Kari and Joshua Rinas
Carolyn and Keith R. Rivers
Joan Stanne and Roderick Ryon
Saint Andrew Luth. Church, South Glens Falls, NY

Tamara Saltman
Sarah Sampson
Anne and Rev. Soenke Schmidt-Lange
Dr. Jean Schoenlank
Deacon Dorothy Scholz-Beyer
Capt. Dennis P. and Melinda Schroeder
Carol Seischab
Nicholas L. Sermoneta
Cynthia and Rev. Carl Shankweiler
Stacey Jo and Dr. Steve R. Siegle
Mark Singleton
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Poughkeepsie, NY
St. John First Hungarian Wend Lutheran 
Church, Perth Amboy, NJ
St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, Brooklyn, NY
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Keedysville, MD
Valerie Swanson
Betty L. Swinehart
Donald Tabor

2023 DONORS CONTINUED

Jill and Robert D. Johnson
Jolynn Johnson
Lynn Johnson 
Monica and Rev. Timothy Knauss
Gail and Karl Knutson
Allison Koehler
Kathryn E. Kors-Jacobson
Jayne and John Kraushar
Karen Krick
Nancy Lawler
Marcia and James W. Leimkuhler
Elinor M. Lindboom
Luth. Church of God’s Love, Newtown, PA
Rev. Beth Mandelbaum
Margaret E. Mansfield
Oliver Marx
Martha McIntyre
Rev. Dolores McKay
Cecilia Mckenney
Messiah Lutheran Church, Oakland, NJ
Phyllis Micillo
Lugene Mitchell-Hamilton
Julianna Monroe-Mihans
Loretta and Dale Moses
Emil Muccin
Dr. Luke E. O’Connor
Marian and Rev. Curtis L. Olson
Mary Etta and Michael O’Neill
Luz M. Ortiz
Mary Jane Ouellette
Rev. Clint Padgitt
Linda and Gregory Pietrzak
Ellen M. Pollan 
Brunhilde Porobija
Julia Powell
Jennifer Radomski
Bart Rogers, Jr.
William D. Romaine
Susan A. Rowe
Charles Russell
Joseph Ryan
Linda Salatiello
Marilyn F. Saum
Christine and Paul Segerhammar
Leigh Silveira
Mary Simons
Sue Sonstrom
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Greenport, NY
Marlin E. Strand
Rev. Elna L. Stratton
Sandra and Dr. Charles H. Swenson
Bradley Taschner
Janice and Michele Viola
Ilana Wallach
David Wertz 
WELCA - St. John-Incarnation Lutheran 
Church, Lynbrook, NY
Rev. Margay Jo Whitlock 
Gabriel Wiesenthal
Bernard Wojnowski
Susan Zaner
Rev. William E. Zimmermann

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rev. Sohail Akhtar

Cecilia Aranzamendez, Esq.

Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew†

Kay Bellor

Stephen A. Bennett3

Conor Patrick Brooks

Rev. Ramon A. Collazo5

Bishop Paul Egensteiner†

Harry Forse

Emiko Furuya-Cortes, Esq.

Rev. Bradley D. Gow

Rev. Mark A. Grorud

Bishop James E. Hazelwood†

Mary B. Heller

Raymond Henderson

Capt. Tom Larkin 

Rev. Linda Manson4

Leslie A. Neve56

Kurt B. Plankl, Esq.

Anthony Pruzinsky, Esq.

Rev. Joshua Rinas

Nico Sermoneta

Capt. Richard Schoenlank1

Jacob Shisha, Esq.2

Andrew G. Steele 

1.   President
2.   Vice President
3.   Treasurer
4.   Secretary
5.   Member at Large
6.   Assistant Treasurer
†    Ex Officio

 STAFF 	           
Executive Director:      	 Rev. Marsh Luther Drege 	
Port Chaplains:     		  Rev. Arnd Braun-Storck, Rev. Jonathan 
			   Westerlund (Port of New York & New Jersey)
		               	 Rev. K. Robert Schmitt, Rev. Vitalii Guz 
                                                       (Baltimore) 
		               	 Ruth Setaro, J. Wierski (Intern) (Connecticut)
			   Rev. Lowell Chilton, Rev. Kathryn Drefke 	
			   (Albany)

Support Staff:                       	 Henryk Behnke (Director of Development & 	
		              	 Communications), Michael Bradford (Social
			   Worker), Jeni Janis (Business Manager), 
			   Lucas Mietlowski (Director of Operations), 
			   Damaris Ruza (Housekeeper)

FACILITIES WORK GROUP
Capt. Richard Schoenlank, Chair

Susan Smyth Bell
Kelly Kandler

Rev. Charles Miller
Jacob Shisha, Esq.

Edward Wagner
Rev. Margay Whitlock



Design by: www.kristasdesignstudio.com

Winter/Spring 2023

Holiday cheer on board the Hapag Lloyd vessel MV Tirua on Christmas Eve thanks to countless 
supporters who helped us set another record of 3,131 seafarers receiving satchels like the ones 
proudly held up by the crew!                    Photo: Capt. Nanda Sudusinghe on December 24, 2023.  
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