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The rationale in the United 
States for detaining asylum 
seekers is that if their claims 
for asylum are denied, they are 
likely to abscond.  The rationale 
is doubly fl awed.

First, it reflects a presumption in the 
U.S. Department of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) that virtually every asylum 
claim is without merit and 
will be denied.  Second, it 
assumes that an asylum seeker 
will skip the court date and the 
opportunity to present his or 
her asylum claim.

ICE offered statistics in 
2003 that 85% of the 
parolees failed to appear 
in court and absconded.  
On the other hand, another 
federal agency, the US 
Commission on International 
Religious Freedom found 
that the non-appearance 
rate for the same period 
was 15%.  Moreover, 
every judicial tribunal 
suffers some level of  
non-appearance due to 
court calendar errors and 
improperly addressed court 
summonses.  The rate of actual, 
intentional absconding is likely 
measurably less than 15%. 

In 2009 ICE issued an Asylum 
Parole Directive to the effect 
that claimants may be paroled 
on a case-by-case basis for 
“urgent humanitarian reasons” 
or “signifi cant public benefi t”,1 
including  people with serious 
medical conditions, pregnant 

women,2 certain juveniles, certain 
witnesses  and persons whose 
continued detention will not 
be in the public interest, al-
though the phrase, “not in the 
public interest” is not defi ned 
or clarifi ed.  

It is abundantly clear from the 
Directive that parole is not a 
right but simply an exercise 
of the ICE offi cer’s discretion,  
with not-too-subtle guidance 
on how parole can be denied.  
Then, if parole is granted, the 
immigration court will require 
the asylum seeker to post a bail 

bond in an amount impossible 
for most asylum seekers to pay.3       

Asylum is a right of last resort 
for people who cannot count 
on their own governments to 
protect them, expressed in the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.4   Asylum seekers are 
not criminal, they’re not illegals, 
and they’re not even aliens.  
They are people whose gov-
ernments have failed  them.    
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Seeking asylum; getting jail

The Office of the UN High 
Commissioner of Refugees 
has decried the widespread 
practice of detaining asylum 
seekers who necessarily fl ee to 
a refuge country without prior 
authorization.  

Given the hardship it entails, 
UNHCR recommended that 
detention should be avoided, 
except (i) for verifi cation of 
identity, (ii) for determination 
of the elements of  the asylum 
claim, (iii) where fraudulent 
documents have been used to 
mislead the authorities of the 

State in which asylum is 
sought; or (iv) when nec-
essary to protect national se-
curity or public order.5     

In its own directive,6 ICE 
recognizes that persons 
fl eeing torture and perse-
cution may not possess 
valid identity documen-
ta t ion   and may not be 
able to secure them from 
the government from 
which they’ve just fl ed.  
In practice, ICE offi cers 
have imposed far more 

rigorous identifi cation require-
ments than listed in the directive.7   

While the UNHCR acquiesces 
in detention while the bona fi des 
of (or probable cause for) an 
asylum claim are assessed, ICE 
has been known to detain an 
individual who has been grant-
ed asylum by the immigration 
court, until an appeal by the 
government has been taken or 
has expired.
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While the use of fraudulent 
documents to mislead the 
country in which asylum is 
sought will justify detention, 
there is no “visa” for asylum 
seekers. Yet ICE invariably 
denies parole to an asylum 
seeker without documentation, 
arguing that the individual, 
apprehended at the border 
was trying to enter the country 
illegally8 — in contravention 
of Article 14 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.            

Last August 18th, the Department 
of Justice announced that it will 
phase out the use of private pris-
ons, which a DOJ spokesperson 
characterized as substandard and 
less safe than government-run 

prisons.  That’s good news, but 
it does not apply to the detention 
of immigrants.9  The Department 
of Homeland Security wants to 
study the matter until after the 
November elections are over.10

1.  “Parole of Arriving Aliens Found 
to Have a Credible Fear of Persecu-
tion or Torture”, ICE Directive No. 
11002.1, December 8, 2009

2.  Not just pregnant, but “medically 
certifi ed as pregnant” 

3.  Parole bonds are routinely set 
at $7,500 and can range as high as 
$10,000 or more.

4.  “Everyone has the right to seek and 
enjoy in other countries asylum from per-
secution”, Article 14(1), Universal  Decla-
ration of Human Rights, General Assembly 
Resolution 217(III)A, December 10, 1948

5. UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, Detention of Refugees and Asy-
lum-Seekers”, October 13, 1986, No. 
44

6. ICE Directive No. 11002.1, op cit

7.  Olga Byrne, Eleanor Acer and 
Robyn Barnard, LIFELINE ON LOCKDOWN: 
INCREASED U.S. DETENTION OF ASYLUM 
SEEKERS, Human Rights First, July 2016 

8.    Polices for the Apprehension, Deten-
tion and Removal of Undocumented Immi-
grants, Department of Homeland Security 
Memorandum, November 20, 2014

9.  “First Step in Shutting Private Pris-
ons”, Editorial, THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
August 22, 2016

10.  “Jails Aren’t an Immigration Solu-
tion”, Editorial, THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
September 5, 2016

Absconding Asylum Seeker Fiction (continued from page 1)  

Christopher V. Roehrer, Director
Development and Communications

How Much Does T hat  Container  Weigh?  
It seems pretty straight forward.  
Before a container can be loaded 
onto a ship, its weight must be 
determined by actual weighing 
(no estimates allowed) and a 
weight verifi cation certifi cate 
duly signed by or on behalf of 
the shipper or the terminal.  

The captain doesn’t have to 
verify the weight.  He can  rely 
upon a signed shipper weight 
verifi cation presented to him.  
Without a signed weight verifi -
cation, the container cannot be 
loaded onto the ship.1

In the past, estimated or 
downright falsifi ed container 
weights have led to container 
stack collapses, vessel damage 
and instability, seafarer and 
dockworker injuries, shipping 
costs and delays.2  In the after-
math of January 2007 keel 
break of the MSC NAPOLI in 
heavy seas, it was discovered 
that 137 containers carried 
were each three times greater 
than their declared weights.3  
The need for accurate container 
weights grows as containerships 

become larger.  

Last April, 
just three 
months before 
the effective  
date of the new 
weight verifi -
cation rules, 
20% of port 
states appar-
ently hadn’t 
advised just 
how they 
intended to 
enforce the 

new rules.4    Admittedly, there 
are complexities, such as how 
to calibrate adjustments for 
varying rates of humidity and 
varying container tare weights.5 

Yet the weighing of these same 
containers on inland highways 
doesn’t seem to be a problem.

It’s been almost two years 
since the SOLAS weight veri-
fi cation rules were adopted. 

There seems to be some 
foot-dragging here, and it’s  
putting seafarer lives at risk.    

1.  The SOLAS Container Weight Ver-
ifi cation Requirement, World Ship-
ping Council, January 2105

2.  Eric Geerts, “Update on the 
SOLAS Container Weight Verifi cation 
Requirement”, MHL NEWS, Material 
Handling and Logistics, June 1, 2016

3.  Synopsis of Misdeclared Container 
Weight Incidents, BIMCO, December 
7, 2011

4.  Gavin van Marle, “One in Five Coun-
tries Still Haven’t Identifi ed Authority 
Over New Container Weight Verifi cation, 
GCAPTAIN, April 6, 2016

Who weighed this container?



Sometimes peace delayed is 
peace denied.
    

Fifty years ago, on June 16, 
1966, two tankers, the ALVA 
CAPE and TEXACO MASSACHUSETTS 
collided in New York Harbor, 
one of the worst maritime 
disasters in American Histo-
ry.  Thirty-seven seafarers 
died that day.  I was totally 
unaware of the tragedy until I 
received a call from a woman 
in Germany, asking whether I 
knew of any commemoration 
planned for the 50th anniversary 
of the deadly collision.  

I searched for any events and 
found none.  For the caller this 
was about peace delayed and 

denied.  Her 
own father 
had died in 
that accident 
when she was 
a child, and 
she hadn’t 
found peace 
with regard 
to her dad’s 
u n t i m e l y 
passing.  She 
hadn’t found 
a way to say 
good-bye to 
her beloved 

father.  

So Rev. Clint Padgitt, one of 
our retired port chaplains, and 
I planned a memorial service at 
the Merchant Mariner Memorial 
in Battery Park overlooking 
New York Harbor at sunset on 
June 16, 2016.  

We read scripture.  We prayed.  
We offered fl owers to the sea.  
We intoned the names of all 
the 37 seafarers who perished, 
and  took a video and sent it to 
the daughter.   Now, her peace 
would no longer be  delayed or 
denied.  

Moreover, we raised attention 
to a distant yet ever-present 
reality:  seafaring is dangerous 

work.  It’s one of the most 
dangerous occupations in the 
world. Whether it be those 
who perished on the EL FARO 
last  October or the countless 
other seafarers who went down 
with their ships 50 years ago, 
it is important to remember 
just how dangerous it is to be 
a seafarer — and just what the 
human cost is in terms of dev-
astated families, stories  inter-
rupted, lives forever changed, 
peace delayed.    

Now when I sing the hymn 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save, 
I know just how important 
Christ’s peace is among the 
wild confusion of a tumultuous 
sea:  

Oh, Holy Spirit! Who didst brood
Upon the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumult cease,
And give, for wild confusion, peace;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea.    

Blessings,

SH I P CO L L I S I O N Tragedy Almost  Forgotten
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Rev. Marsh Luther Drege
Pastor and Executive Director

Collision, explosion and fire consumed both tankers plus two attending tugs 
leaving 37 seafarers dead and more than 20 injured

In meeting steamers do not dread when you see three lights ahead, right your wheel and show your red.
If upon your port is seen a steamer with a light of green, there’s not much for you to do, the green light must keep clear of you.
But if on starboard red appear, tis your duty to keep clear.  Do as judgment says is proper, port or starboard, back or stop her. 

In meeting steamers you should try to keep this maxim in your eye.  Green to green and red to red, perfect safety go ahead.
If in safety or in doubt, always keep a good lookout.  Should there be no room to turn, stop the ship and go astern

There it is!  Everything you need to know for collision-free sailing.  
Well, maybe not everything.  

Last May 8th, two container ships, the M/V SAFMARINE MERU and the 
M/V NORTHERN JASPER, heading in opposite directions in the Yellow 
Sea, collided. Ideally, well before the encounter, each ship would 
have been prepared to turn to the right (starboard), thus showing the 
red lights on their left (port) sides.  If navigational hazards prevented the 
starboard turn maneuvers, the oncoming ships might have turned to 
their port sides, showing the green lights on their right (starboard) 
sides.  When there’s no room to turn, one or both ships should 
slow, stop or reverse.  

Of course, going astern did not help when the 604-foot TEXACO 
MASSACHUSETTS reversed engines and attempted to back as the 546-
foot ALVA CAPE approached. It was determined that had the larger 
vessel maintained its speed and taken no action, it would have safe-
ly passed and averted the crash.

The cause of the SAFMARINE MERU–NORTHERN JASPER collision has 
not been published.  It’s worth remembering, however, that the East 
China Sea is a busy shipping route for Ports of Nagasaki, Shanghai 
and Chi-lung in Taiwan, and actively fi shed.  These are busy waters, 
and piloting a ship there is not unlike driving an automobile on the 
Interstate highways during the Thanksgiving holidays.  



The M/V K CORAL arrived in 
the Port of New Haven for a 
very short visit with a crew of 
Korean and Filipino seafarers.  
Ten seafarers met me at the 
gangway, waiting to go shop-

ping.  The Captain had it all 
planned; they would all go and 
eat, make a stop at Best Buy and 
then go to BJ’s to shop for pro-
visions, suffi cient to get them to 
their next port of call, Houston.  
I showed them all the available 

again.  And then we have ships 
like the M/V K CORAL, where 
an emergency brings captains 
and crew together, united in an 
effort to rescue those in need.

In the aftermath of the rescue 
of the fi sherman from their 
burning vessel, the captain and 
crew of the K CORAL were elated 
by their opportunity to rescue 
fellow seafarers. 

Postscript:  The M/V K CORAL, 
a 2010-built Panama-fl agged 
handy-size bulker operated by 
SK Shipping of South Korea,  
made headlines for a labor dispute 
in 2012, after an attempted suicide 
by a crew member driven to 
despair, apparently by bullying 
that in turn led to the stand-
off, keeping the bulk carrier 
in the Port of Newcastle until 
the crew was repatriated and 
replaced.  Four years later, a 
burning fi shing boat brought 
offi cers and crew together.   

local food choices, and they 
decided on Buffalo Wild Wings.  
The Captain insisted that I dine 
with them because they were 
celebrating their earlier rescue 
of 19 Chinese and Indonesian 

fi shermen from 
their burning ves-
sel 900 kilometers 
off the southeast 
of Bermuda.  The 
officer on watch 
on the K CORAL 
noticed smoke on 
the horizon and di-
verted the ship’s 
course and found 
a fi shing boat on 
fi re with people in 
the ocean.  Search 
and rescue oper-

ations lasted for 12 
hours through the night and dete-
riorating weather conditions.  The 
Captain said that he was not 
going to stop searching until 
the last man had been found.  
Of the men rescued, three had 
been badly burned and one later 

died.  The Captain was very 
proud of his crew.  He said 
that they train all their life for 
something like this but always 
hope that they never have to 
put their training into practice.

After a stop at Best Buy we 
moved over to BJ’s and load-
ed up basket after basket with 
meat, fresh vegetables and 
fruit, bread and eggs. The Cap-
tain paid for these items and 
found that he still had some 
of his food allotment money 
left over so again they went 
back and loaded up on snacks, 
nuts, chocolates and cookies.  
We had the van fully loaded 
with good things and I knew 
they would eat well heading to 
Houston.

I have found that often on a 
ship the twenty or so seafarers 
don’t even know each other 
and the captains don’t know 
the names of the crew.  They 
basically work, eat and sleep in 
shifts and then go back to work 

C e l e b r a t i n g  A  S e a  R e s c u e
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ship entering the same infested 
waters.  This keeps the weapons 
out of national waters and national 
licensing laws under which ships 
like the SEAMAN GUARD OHIO might 
be regarded as gun runners and 
arms dealers.1

AdvanFort claims that its ship and 
crew were virtually lured into 
Indian waters by the Indian Coast-
guard in the face of an impending  
cyclone.  Advanfort also claimed 
that authorities allowed its ship 
into port to refuel.  Lastly, Advan-
Fort  claimed the seized weapons 
had been reported before it left 
international waters.2    

In the meantime, one month into 
the arrest and detention of the ship 
and crew, AdvanFort stopped 
paying the crew’s salaries, health 
benefi ts and earlier hotel bills.   

In October 2013,  the M/V SEAMAN 
GUARD OHIO was intercepted by 
the Indian Coastguard.  The 
crew was arrested for possession 
of unlicensed arms and sentenced 
to fi ve years in prison.  

The ship is owned by Advan-
Fort, a U.S. fi rm, providing 
maritime security services.  
The ship is a fl oating armory, 
lingering in international waters 
off Sudan, Sri Lanka or the 
United Arab Emirates with a 
crew of ten traditional seafarers 
and 25 private security guards.  
These guards wait for passing 
merchant ships in need of 
protection, then hop on with 
their weapons to escort the ship 
through pirate infested waters.  
They disembark when the ship 
reaches safe waters and either fl y 
home or board another merchant 

The  fi rm blamed its insurer for the 
nonpayment and stated, “Advan-
Fort remains committed to trying 
to get the judicial and political 
systems to free our 35 and re-unite 
them their beloved ones back 
home.”3  On the other hand, one 
crew member 
complained, 
“Advanfort 
has given us no 
support since 
the start.”4 

Reportedly, the 
International 
Transportation 
Workers’ Fed-
eration (ITF) is 
providing legal 
support to the 
ten seafarers, 
but not to the 
private security guards.  

Adding to the confusion is the 
Indian legal system.   The bail 
applications were denied in 
October 2013, then conditionally 
granted in December 2013, then 
cancelled in January 2014 and 
then granted again in March 

Military-grade weapons stored aboard fl oating armories 

Steep, but welcome climb to safety

Ruth Setaro
Port Chaplain



From atop the long hill on 
Church Street in Baltimore 
you can see the CSX coal pier 
in the distance that dominates 
the shore line. The long conveyor 
belts move coal brought from 
West Virginia and Western 
Maryland on the CSX rails 
onto bulk carriers for export. 

Older members of neighboring 
St. Paul’s Lutheran, talk about 
the days when they had to 
sweep the coal dust off their 
porches daily.  Now environ-
mental regulations call for Curtis 
Bay Terminal to hold down the 
dust by spraying the coal pile.
 

The coal pier is still active, and 
in the last few years, traffi c 
through Baltimore’s two coal 
terminals grew signifi cant-
ly due to demand for coal in 
China.  Over a longer period, 
demand for coal  has been in 
great decline.  Why? Climate 
Change.  Coal is the dirtiest 
of the fossil fuels, endangering 
health and environment.  

In August, the owners of the 
M/V FIVE STARS FUJIAN, aban-
doned the ship loaded with coal 
and vanished, stranding her 20 
seafarers, whom Australia refuses 
to let ashore.2

 
1.  Bob Burton, “Wherever Coal Ships 
Go, Trouble Follows”, HUFFINGTON 
POST, August 20, 2014 
2.  “Australian Seafarers Offer to Man 
Five Stars Fujian” MarEx, August 19, 
2016

While coal carriers in the Port 
of Baltimore are dwarfed by 
the number of auto carriers and 
container ships, visiting the 
coal ships is a priority for the 
port chaplains in Baltimore, 
Bulk carriers and tankers are 
generally on the low end of the 
scale of crew comfort, and wel-
fare, and of these, coal carriers 
are at the bottom.  It is just a 
dirty job. 

The CSX employees help 
whenever they can, allowing 
the port chaplains to drive up 
the narrow pier to access the 
ship and see the crew, who usu-
ally don’t have visas. 

We need to keep both the coal 
ship crews and the coal terminal 
employees in our prayers.  As 
the demand for coal falls, the 
number of associated jobs will 
also fall and create growing 
unemployment anxiety.

Postscript:  In addition to 

being some 
of the dirt-
iest ships, 
coal ships 
seem to  be 
prone to 
mishaps.

Earlier, the 
M/V SMART, 
a Greek 
owned Pan-
ama-fl agged 
ship, lost 
power short-
ly after leav-
ing South Africa, grounded 
on a sandbar and was battered 
by 30-foot seas.  When three tug 
boats attempted to pull the ship 
off the sandbar, it split in two. 1

In 2010, the M/V SHEN NENG, 
crashed into the Great Barrier 
Reef, running at full speed 
with 65,000 tons of coal, six 
miles outside the shipping lane.  
A casualty investigation found 
that long hours and seafarer fa-
tigue were major factors.

Coal  in  the Por t  of  Balt imore  
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   S e c u r i t y

Conveyor Belt at Curtis Bay Teminal

2014, but without releasing the 
crew.   In July 2014, all the charges 
against crew were dismissed, 
but another court fi led an appeal5 

which has yet to be heard, and the 
crew remains in custody.5

The problem with private 
maritime security fi rms is that 
they’re largely unregulated, the 
guards are largely untrained 
and there’s always the risk 
that the weapons will enter the 
black market. 
1.  “Cruisin’ With Guns” THE ECONOMIST, 
January 23, 2016
2.  “M/V Seaman Guard Ohio – Indian 
Authorities Unlawful Detention of Crew”, 
HUMAN RIGHTS AT SEA, March 10, 2015

3.  “Advanfort and Seaman Guard Ohio 
crew at odds over company’s support” SE-
ATRADE, March 15, 2015

4.  Ibid

5.  Human Rights at Sea, op cit 2

Ships don’t always arrive in 
port between 9–5 on week-
days.  Sometimes they arrive 
unexpectedly on the weekend.  
There are plusses and minuses 
with a Sunday docking.   

On the minus side, the port 
terminals are virtually closed, 
with only a skeleton terminal 
staff.  Trying to access the 
terminal shore-side takes longer, 
as port chaplains know.  It 
may take awhile for the gate 
security guard to fi nd a colleague 
to escort even TWIC-cleared 
persons to the dock’s edge 
and the ship gangway. 

When I received a call from 
the ship captain requesting my 
assistance, I drove to the terminal 
gate and waited there awhile 
for the security escort.  Eventually, 

he appeared and led me to the 
proper dock, where I parked 
the van and boarded the ship.

On the plus side, however, the 
crew had longer free-time in 
the absence of cargo handling 
operations.   

I was able 
to take the 
men in this 
photo off the 
ship, out of 
the terminal 
and put them 
on a train to 
Manhat tan , 
where they 
spent six 
hours sight-
seeing and 
taking sel-
fi e photos 

to record their adventures to 
families back home.  Then. I 
retrieved them from the train 
station and returned them to 
their vessel.  A good day for 
all!

S u n d a y,  S u n d a y

Sigrid Jaeger Erickson
Port Chaplain, New York/New Jersey

Rev. K. Robert Schmidt
Port Chaplain, Baltimore



In the armed interventions in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan, 
U.S. armed forces, the CIA, 
private security contractors 
and others relied on locals to 
provide the critical translation 
resources that they overlooked 
or were unable to provide.  In 
war-torn Iraq and Afghanistan, 
jobs were scarce, and serving 
as a translator fed the family, 
provided some protection and 
usually, the promise of being 
admitted as a resettled refugee 
in the U.S.

For Afghans, the promise often 
turned out to be illusory. While 
25,000 visas were available 
for Iraqi translators, and their 
spouses, children, parents and 
siblings, only 7,500 visas were 
available for Afghanis, their 
spouses and dependent children.   
No parents and no siblings.1

Ten years ago, one Afghan 
identifed only by his fi rst name, 
Sulaiman, came to the attention 
of a Special Operations team 
when he greeting them in English.   
They offered him a job.2

Sulaiman worked as a combat 
interpreter for coalition forces 
in over 300 missions.  Not 
surprisingly he became a tar-
get.  The fi rst time the Taliban 
tried to kill him, Sulaiman 
was driving to his base when 

But the abandonment of local 
Afghans who have assisted the 
U.S. coalition forces is beyond 
comprehension.

1.  Azam Ahmed, “Afghan Interpreters 
for the U.S. Are Left Stranded and at 
Risk”, THE NEW YORK TIMES, April 14, 
2013 

2. Ibid 

3. Ibid 

4. Ibid 

5.  Elzabeth Rubin, “Locked Up for 
Seeking Asylum”, THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
April 3, 2016

6.  Ibid

his truck was hit by a rocket, 
knocking him down a cliff.  
The Taliban left him for dead 
in that attack, in July 2011, 
but he got out with a broken 
collarbone, two broken ribs and 
a new sense of caution. Since 
then, he has survived two more 
attacks.3  Time is running short, 
and eventually the Taliban will 
hit their target.  

Sulaiman has fi led two refugee 
visa applications, one in 2008 
which may have been misplaced 
and a second in 2011 which gen-
erated an interview in the U.S. 
Embassy in Kabul.  Nothing fur-
ther happened, so Sulaiman sent 
an email to the U.S. Embassy, 
reiterating his desperate situation 
and received the response:  

Individuals who believe they are 
in peril in their place of residence 
should consider leaving that 
location and moving to another 
nearby safe place, inside or 
outside the country. 4

It’s not clear just what part of 
Afghanistan the U.S. Embassy 
regarded as “safe”.

Another Afghan interpreter, 
Samey Honaryar, beaten by 
the Taliban and later narrowly 
averting an abduction, couldn’t  
wait any longer for a visa and 
fl ed, fi rst to India, then Mex-

ico and then 
here, where he 
told the U.S. 
border  guards 
that he sought 
asylum.5  An 
Army  lieutenant 
colonel to whom 
Samey report-
ed, testifi ed  to 
Samey’s service 
and character.  
The immigration 
judge denied 
the claim for 

asylum with this 
rationale:

R e s p o n d e n t 
must show that 
the [Afghan]
G o v e r n m e n t 
was or is unable 
to control the 
Taliban. Al-
though Taliban 
is conducting 
a tenacious in-
surgency and 
terrorist cam-
paign, country 
reports show that the 
Afghan security forces 
are effective in controlling 
the Taliban in many parts 
of Afghanistan.6

The judge may be nearly the 
only person on the face of the 
earth who thinks large parts of 
Afghanistan are safe from the 
Taliban.   

Arguably, no asylum seeker 
who, by defi nition, has been 
persecuted and even tortured, 
should be imprisoned while 
our immigration courts pro-
cess their claims for asylum.  

E m p t y  P r o m i s e s  t o  I n t e r p r e t e r s

Harbor of HospitalityHarbor of Hospitality    

Port CallPort Call Summer 2016 Summer 2016Page 6Page 6

The families of interpreters are 
also at risk of Taliban reprisals

Afghan Interpreters Need Your Help

These are just two stories of Afghans who have responded to the 
U.S. coalition forces’ request for service as interpreters.  There 
are many more – some forced to hide as best they can in Kabul or 
Herat, and others languishing for months and years inside a jail or 
private immigrant detention center in the U.S.

It is clear that the U.S. coalition forces were desperate for local 
interpreters on the fi eld and in the notorious Bagram Prison, and 
more often than the U.S will admit, the promise of an immigrant 
visa was dangled before the interpreters.  Currently, 5,000 
Afghan interpeters have been waiting for more than two years for 
their visa applications to be processed.  Congress could speed up 
this process before the Taliban hit the targeted interpreters.

So, put a little fi re under your Senators’ and Representative’s seat 
with your message.  Log onto www.senate.gov or www.house.gov
and in the top right-hand corner, click “Find my Senators” and 
“Find my Representatives”. We need to keep our promises.              



What would inspire me to give 
more?  Being made aware of 
specifi c areas of need (not just 
‘wants’ but ‘needs’).  Knowing 
that my gift – large or small – 
actually makes a difference to 
someone. Being assured that 
even though I may not be a 
mega–donor, my gifts are accept-
ed with sincere appreciation, 
and that someone, somewhere 
actually tells me so.  Knowing 
that I am connected to the 
institution in more ways than 
simply as a means (or partial 
means) to a fi nancial end.  
Receiving some assurance that 
my gifts will be used in the way 
I requested, and that they will 
never be used in a way that 
does not line up with the in-
stitution’s mission. That would 
do it!1 [emphases added]

Among an almost suffocating 
array of fundraising tips and 
best practice pronouncements, 
Penelope Burke offers this 
refreshing preface to her annual 
survey.  Let’s talk a little about 
these thoughts.

Specifi c Needs: At Seafarers 
International House,we have 
two distinct missions, one for 
merchant seafarers and one for 
immigrants.  Because seafarers 
spend most of their time alone 
at sea, their principal need is 
the presence of a port chaplain 
as soon as their ship docks. 
Because immigrants, particular-
ly asylum seekers, are thrown 
into jails when they ask for 
asylum, their principal need is 
a volunteer to visit them, and 
later,  when they’re released, a 
place to stay and a social worker 
to help them acclimate to their 
adopted homeland.     

Making a Difference:  Let’s 
face it, Americans are vora-
cious consumers, and 90% of 
everything we consume comes 
by ships crewed by 1.5 million 

s e a f a r e r s .  
On average, 
3,600 of these 
seafarers are 
served by 
each one of 
our port chap-
lains annually.  
Also, 14% of 
the world’s 
seven billion 
people are 
forced to mi-
grate.  For 
the sake of 
the world, all of 
us need to reach out and assist 
these folks.  Seafarers International 
House may only reach a fraction of 
the world’s seafarers and migrants, 
but to each of them we serve, it 
makes a difference.

Appreciation:  Seafarers and 
asylum seekers are not on the 
forefront of society’s aware-
ness, and celebrities and the 
mega-rich are not knocking 
down our doors with support. 
So you better believe that we 
absolutely appreciate your 
volunteering and your gifts.  
And since we’re not “on a 
quest for a cure for extinction”,  
you can be assured that support 
is going to a viable charitable 
organization. 

Connectedness: Port security 
makes it almost impossible for 
a volunteer to board a ship, and 
even visiting an immigrant deten-
tion center is constrained (but 
possible). One way to connect 
with  this mission is to travel 
to New York City and stay in 
our Guesthouse.  It’s not just 
another high-priced hotel.  It’s 
pretty affordable, and you may 
get to visit some seafarers and 
some asylum seekers.  Best 
of all, your stay here signifi -
cantly funds our mission pro-
grams and services.  Friends 
and church groups often come 

for the holidays or for servant 
trips. 

Use Requests: All our appeals 
offer a choice of supporting the 
port mission for seafarers, the 
sojourner mission for asylum 
seekers and other vulnerable 
immigrants or if you choose, 
for our general support. Keep 
in mind that less than 17% of 
our total expenditures are used 
to cover administration and 
fundraising costs.

Moreover, we encourage you 
to contact us to discuss any 
questions or suggestions you 
have regarding the needs of 
seafarers and immigrants and 
how Seafarers International 
House can address these needs.  
It’s another way of staying 
connected, and it’s important.  
So we look forward to hear-
ing from you by letter (123 
East 15th Street, New York, 
NY 10003), by email (info@
sihnyc.org or by phone (212-
677-4800).

The act of giving does some-
thing satisfying to my soul. 
Knowing that I am able to give 
lifts me up spiritually.  It just 
can’t get better than that.2

    
1. Penelope Burke, 2016 BURKE DONOR 
SURVEY–WHERE PHILANTHROPY IS HEADED 
IN 2016, Cygnus Applied Research, Au-
gust 2016

2. Ibid 
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Mission Rationale

Within the shipping industry there 
is often little concern for seafarer 
welfare beyond recruitment and 
productivity, and within the 
government, any concern for 
their welfare is displaced by fear 
and homeland security.

Within the prison industry, there 
is little concern for the welfare 
of immigrants beyond very 
lucrative government contracts 
to warehouse people with little 
accountability and minimal  cost 
Again, within the government, 
any concern for their welfare is 
displaced by fear and homeland 
security.

Mission Highlights

Our seven port chaplains visited 
over 21,500 seafarers last year. 
Our guesthouse was ready and 
able to offer accommodations to 
far more asylum seekers than the 
government was willing to release 
from private prisons, due in part 
to intense lobbying by the prison 
industry.  So we have inaugurated 
a program of regular visitation of 
immigrants in their prisons and 
warehouses. 

Sleep Well By Doing Good

Our guesthouse accommodates 
not only seafarers and immigrants, 
but church gatherings, civic 
groups and individuals in need of 
safe , affordable lodging.  It helps 
them accomplish their goals and 
missions, and their patronage 
helps us  support our  missions to 
seafarers and immigrants. 

Book online at www.sihnyc.org.  


